Stores turn in surprisingly strong sales for March 


Read more in Aruba Today Sports Pages B8 &B9 
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TEE TIME 



Arnold Palmer reacts after his 
ceremonial tee shot before the 
first round of the Masters golf 
tournament Thursday, April 7, 
2011, in Augusta, Ga. 

See Aruba Today Sports 


UPFRONT 


Colombian plan 
advances trade 



President Barack Obama and 
Colombian President Juan 
Manuel Santos, left, in the 
Oval Office of the White House 
in Washington, April 7, 2011. 
Obama announced that a new 
free trade agreement had been 
met with the U.S. and Colom¬ 
bia, and that it would be ben¬ 
eficial for the American econo¬ 
my and workers. 

(The New York Times) 


Continued on Page 2 
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During their search for any remaining victims, members of the Japanese Defense Force walk in front of a boat swept atop a building 
in the town of Otsuchi, Iwate prefecture, Japan. The official death toll from the quake and tsunami that struck northeastern Japan last 
month surpassed 12,000 this week, the National Police Agency said. More than 15,500 remain listed as missing. 

(Shiho Fukada/The New York Times) 



Powerful aftershock complicates nuclear efforts 


HIROKO TABUCHI 
© 2011 New York Times 

TOKYO - The strongest af¬ 
tershock to hit since the day 
of the March 11 earthquake 
and tsunami in Japan rocked a 
wide section of the country’s 
northeast on Thursday night, 
prompting a tsunami alert, 
raising fears of further dam¬ 
age to the crippled Fukushi- 
ma Daiichi nuclear plant and 
knocking out external power 
at three other nuclear facili¬ 
ties. The public broadcaster, 
NHK, said there were local 
reports of injuries, fires and 
blackouts. The aftershock had 
a magnitude of 7.1, according 
to the U.S. Geological Survey. 
Last month’s quake, which 
devastated much of the north¬ 


eastern coast, was measured 
at 9.0. The tsunami alert, 
which warned of waves of up 
to 3 feet and possibly higher 
in some areas, was lifted af¬ 
ter about an hour and a half, 
and the Japan Meteorological 
Agency said no tsunami had 
been detected. 

Workers at the Fukushima 
Daiichi plant were told to take 
cover until the tsunami warn¬ 
ing was lifted, but Japanese 
officials said at a news con¬ 
ference that water was being 
automatically pumped into 
three damaged reactors in the 
crucial effort to keep their nu¬ 
clear fuel cool. 

The plant’s cooling systems 
were knocked out by last 
month’s quake and tsunami, 
and there was no immediate 


word of whether there was 
new damage to the plant, ac¬ 
cording to its operator, the To¬ 
kyo Electric Power Co. 
Monitoring posts around the 
plant were not showing any 
increase in radiation levels, 
the company said. 

Experts have said that a big 
aftershock poses an additional 
risk to the Fukushima plant 
because its containment struc¬ 
tures are filled with water that 
was used in the cooling efforts 
and is now highly radioactive. 
The strain from holding that 
water could make the struc¬ 
tures more vulnerable to rup¬ 
ture in the event of an earth¬ 
quake, according to an as¬ 
sessment by the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission in 
late March.□ 
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START RIGHT. START HERE. 

Shop at Local Prices! 


*FOOD & DRINKS 
* BEACH ACCESSORIES 
Surf board, Clothes 

‘FURNITURE 
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“I UP FRONT 


Libyan rebels say 
airstrikes killed 5 



Rebel fighters rest in the back of a truck at the frontline 
of fighting east of Brega, Libya. Fighting continued on the 
eastern edge of the strategic oil town as rebels and forces 
loyal to Col. Moammar Gadhafi traded rocket and artil¬ 
lery fire with neither side advancing. 

(Bryan Denton/The New York Times) 


By C.J. CHIVERS 
© 2011 New York Times 

ZUEITINA, Libya - The commander of the rebel army said 
it was “likely” that NATO warplanes conducted an airstrike 
against a convoy of rebel tanks early Thursday, killing at 
least four people in the second case of friendly fire in less 
than a week. 

The commander, Gen. Abdul Fattah Younes, said the tanks - 
deployed by the rebels on Thursday to the frontlines for the 
first time - came under “a fierce attack” around 10:30 a.m. 
“It is likely it is NATO by mistake,” he said, adding that the 
rebels had notified NATO well in advance that the tanks were 
headed to the battlefield. 

Younes said he was still waiting for an apology from the or¬ 
ganization. 

“It is not possible to make a mistake with 20 tanks advancing 
on a large patch of desert land,” he said. “We hope that such 
a mistake will not be repeated.” 

He did not say how many tanks were destroyed, but a tank 
driver in the convoy said eight were damaged or destroyed. 
A NATO official in Brussels said the organization was look¬ 
ing into the rebels’ account but did not have enough informa¬ 
tion to comment as yet. 

The strike, against 17 rebel tanks making their debut on the 
battlefield, was a particularly untimely setback for a cam¬ 
paign that had lost momentum in the last week and has with¬ 
ered before the Gadhafi forces’ overwhelming advantage in 
equipment and heavy weapons. On Thursday, Younes said 
trainers from Qatar were teaching rebel fighters how to use 
anti-tank weapons. 

This would be the second time in less than a week that NATO 
warplanes struck a rebel target. On Saturday, Western war¬ 
planes killed 13 rebels in the same region of eastern Libya, 
where they have been fighting a seesaw battle for weeks with 
the better equipped and trained Gadhafi forces. 

That first mistake was brushed off by the rebels, but this one 
set off outrage among the troops, with some fighters shouting 
“Down with NATO” along the road from Brega to Ajdabiya, 
The Associated Press reported. 

NATO has also been criticized by rebel leaders for what they 
say is its failure to keep up the pace of attacks on the loyalist 
forces that was established in the first two weeks of the con¬ 
flict. NATO officials have rejected the criticism, saying that 
NATO was flying more missions every day.Q 



President Barack Obama and Colombian President Juan Manuel 
Santos in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, April 
7, 2011. Obama announced that a new free trade agreement had 
been met with the U.S. and Colombia, and that it would be benefi¬ 
cial for the American economy and workers. 

(The New York Times) 


Colombian Plan 

Continued from Page 1 


By HELENE COOPER 
© 2011 New York Times 
With the announcement 
Wednesday that it has extract¬ 
ed labor rights concessions 
from Colombia to advance a 
trade deal, the Obama admin¬ 
istration is now two-thirds of 
the way toward meeting Re¬ 
publican demands that three 
languishing trade agreements 
be sent to Congress for ap¬ 
proval. 

Senior administration offi¬ 
cials hailed what they called 
an action plan in which Co¬ 
lombia promised to expand its 
protection program for labor 
union leaders, to enforce its 
labor laws more vigorously 
and to hire 480 more labor in¬ 
spectors over four years. 

The White House announced 
that Colombia’s president, 
Juan Manuel Santos, would 
travel to Washington Thurs¬ 
day to formally announce 
the agreement with President 
Barack Obama. 

Ron Kirk, the U.S. trade rep¬ 
resentative, said he believed 
the plan would set the stage 
for a “very strong vote” in 
Congress on the trade deal. 
But neither he nor Michael 
Froman, the White House in¬ 
ternational economic affairs 


adviser, would say when that 
vote might happen, partly be¬ 
cause Republicans want to see 
another trade pact with Pana¬ 
ma completed before taking 
up any more votes on trade. 
That holdup also includes ac¬ 
tion on confirming a successor 
to Gary F. Locke as commerce 
secretary. 

Locke was nominated last 
month by the president to be¬ 
come ambassador to China. 
This is the second time the 
U.S. has reached a trade 
agreement with Colombia. 
The Bush administration did 
so in 2007, but Democrats in 
Congress, backed by labor 
unions, opposed that agree¬ 


ment, along with the Panama 
and South Korea pacts, argu¬ 
ing U.S. jobs could be lost and 
that the deals did not provide 
enough market access for U.S. 
companies. 

The Obama administration did 
not move on the trade pacts 
until late last year, when it re¬ 
negotiated the deal with South 
Korea and extracted a few ad¬ 
ditional concessions. 

But Republicans in Congress, 
angry that the administration 
had taken so long to push 
forward what they viewed as 
completed trade agreements, 
demanded that all three be 
sent to Congress before they 
voted on any.Q 


Census reports Orange County trends 



Hop Phan in front of his Latin Asian cuisine food truck, Dos Chinos, in Newport Beach, Calif., April 
4, 2011. According to the new census, more than a third of the population in Orange County is His¬ 
panic, and Asians make up nearly one-fifth of the county, a growth of nearly 40 percent in the last 
decade. 


(Monica Almeida/The New York Times) 
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Special 3-Course Menu 

This offer is valid from 11:30am to 5:30pm, Monday to Saturday, 


Sunday from 5pm to 7pm and cannot be used in combination with any other offer or coupon 

Appetizer Pumpkin Soup or Mixed Salad 
Entree Mini Tenderloin Pincho served with fries, sauteed garlic i 
broccoli and corn on the cob or Fish Fry, served with rice, I 
sauteed garlic broccoli & fried plantain " 

Dessert Sorbet or Argentinean Ice Cream 
Or enjoy our regular A La Carte Menu • Live Music Every Day 

Celebrating our 34th Anniversary! 


!uGENT(NE Cl 


facebook 


Open from 11:30 am to 11 pm. Sunday 5 pm to 11 pm. For reservation call 502-3077. Wilhelminastraat 00. Oranjestad. 


Surprise in California 

Suspect pleads “not guilty” in 18-year kidnap case 



By jesse McKinley 
© 2011 New York Times 
PLACERVILLE, Calif. - In a 
surprise development, Philip 
Garrido, the convicted sex of¬ 
fender accused of kidnapping 
and holding Jaycee Dugard 
captive for 18 years, pleaded 
not guilty on Thursday as his 
lawyer challenged the com¬ 
position of the grand jury that 
indicted him and his wife last 
fall. Garrido had been widely 
expected to plead guilty to 
all counts after a lawyer for 
Garrido’s wife, Nancy, indi¬ 
cated that a plea deal had been 
reached. But on Thursday, 
Garrido instead entered a plea 
of not guilty, and his lawyer, 
Susan Gellman, scolded Gar¬ 


rido’s lawyer, Stephen Tapson, 
for speaking out. “I would 
say that he should speak for 
his client,” said Gellman to a 
throng of reporters outside the 
El Dorado County courthouse, 


adding that “there was no of¬ 
fer on the table.” Last month, 
Tapson reported - accurately, 
apparently - that the Garridos 
had confessed to their crimes, 
which included raping and 


Police learn the hard way 

Social networking sites can pose job risks 


By ERICA GOODE 
© 2011 New York Times 

Officer Trey Economidy of the Albuquer¬ 
que police now realizes that he should have 
thought harder before listing his occupation 
on his Facebook profile as “human waste dis¬ 
posal.” 

After he was involved in a fatal on-duty 
shooting in February, a local television sta¬ 
tion dug up the Facebook page. Economidy 
was placed on desk duty, and last month the 
Albuquerque Police Department announced 
a new policy to govern officers’ use of social 
networking sites. Social networking tools 
like Facebook and Twitter can be valuable 
assets for law enforcement agencies, helping 
them alert the public, seek information about 
crimes and gather evidence about the back¬ 
grounds of criminal suspects. But the Internet 
can also get police departments into trouble. 
Public gaffes like Economidy’s - his cynical 
job description on Facebook was “extremely 
inappropriate and a lapse in judgment on my 
part,” he said last week in an email - are only 
one of the risks. 

A careless posting on a networking site, law 



A video still of Trey Economidy of the Albuquer¬ 
que Police Department, who was placed on desk 
duty after posting a cynical job description on 
Facebook, in an undated Feb. 22, 2011 handout. 
The department announced a new policy to gov¬ 
ern officers’ use of social networking sites last 
month. 

(via The New York Times) 

enforcement experts say, can endanger an of¬ 
ficer’s safety, as it did in Santa Monica, Calif., 
last year when the Police Department went to 
great lengths to conceal a wounded officer’s 
identity and location, only to have a retired of¬ 
ficer inadvertently reveal them on Facebook.Q 


kidnapping Dugard, then 11 
years old, in 1991. The Garri¬ 
dos then held Dugard captive 
for 18 years, during which 
time Garrido fathered her two 
children. She and her daugh¬ 
ters were rescued in August 
2009 from the Garridos’ house 


in Antioch, Calif., a Bay Area 
suburb, behind which law en¬ 
forcement officials discovered 
a hidden encampment where 
it is believed Dugard and her 
children were sometimes held. 
They now live in an undis¬ 
closed location. □ 





• Fish Soup 

• Onion Soup 

• Conch Fritters 

• Escargot 

• Salad 

• Fresh Catch of the Day 

prepared by our local chef just the way you like it. 

• Jumbo Shrimp from our local waters, 
breaded served with potato or rice or 
with garlic tossed over linguine. 

• Filet Mignon* 8 oz. US Tenderloin 

• Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast 

• Chocolate or Banana Cake 

• Ice Cream 


• Coffee / Tea 

This special cannot be used with any 
other promotions, vouchers or certificates. 

* A surcharge of $2 will be added. 


Authentic'Aruban Seafood 


Open daily 5:00 pm -10:30 pm 
(Closed on Tuesdays) 
Klipstraat12 • Tel: 583-2515 
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In Texas 


House OKs 85-mph speed limit 



A portable Texas Department of Transportation sign in downtown 
Houston displays a message programmed by an unknown prank¬ 
ster who gained access to the onboard computer that controls the 
sign. 


By Jim Forsyth 
Associated Press 
SAN ANTONIO - Rocker 
Sammy Hagar, who once sang 
“I Can’t Drive 55,” might 
want to move to Texas. The 
Califomia-bom singer may 
be able to drive 85 miles per 
hour in the Lone Star State 
if a measure approved by the 
Texas House becomes law. 
The proposal would allow the 
Texas Department of Trans¬ 
portation to establish a speed 
limit not to exceed 85 miles 
per hour on a part of a state 
highway system, as long as 
engineering and safety studies 
determine the higher speed 
limit is appropriate. 

The measure is a provision 
of a bill that would eliminate 
funding for an unpopular toll 
road project. There is a similar 
proposal in the Senate. 


Eighty-five miles per hour 
would be the highest posted 
speed limit in the United 
States and the second-high¬ 
est posted speed limit in 
the world, according to the 
European auto rental firm 
Rhino Car Hire. 


A speed of 140 kilometers 
per hour, or about 86 mph, 
is posted on some motor¬ 
ways in Poland. 

Texas and Utah are the only 
states that now allow speed 
limits of 80 miles per hour. 
In 2006, 80-mile-per-hour 
speed limit signs were posted 


on roads in two remote areas 
of west Texas. One is a 432- 
mile stretch of Interstate 10; 
the other is an 89-mile stretch 
of Interstate 20. In Utah, about 
40 miles of Interstate 15 has 
been posted at 80 mph since 
early 2009. Gary Biller, exec¬ 
utive director of the Wiscon¬ 
sin-based National Motorists 
Association, said higher speed 
limits are perfectly reasonable 
given the good quality of to¬ 
day’s highway construction. 
“In Utah, after they adjusted 
from 75 to 80, nothing hap¬ 
pened to the accident rate,” 
Biller said. “Actually, noth¬ 
ing happened to the average 
speed, either; it remained the 
same.” But Jerry Johns, Presi¬ 
dent of the Southwest Insur¬ 
ance Information Institute, 
said 85 miles per hour is a 


bad idea. “The two things that 
contribute most to traffic acci¬ 
dents are speed and alcohol,” 
he said. 

“The higher the speed limit 
the more accidents there are, 
the more injuries, and the 
more deaths,” Johns said. 
Under the legislation, the Tex¬ 
as Department of Transporta¬ 
tion would have to conduct 
engineering studies before 
any highway could be certi¬ 
fied for an 85 mph speed limit. 
“Should this or similar lan¬ 
guage become law, the agency 
would conduct extensive stud¬ 
ies and analyses to determine 
safety and structural integrity 
before raising the speed limit 
on any particular highway in 
the state,” said Penny Ma¬ 
son, a spokeswoman for the 
department. □ 


Mom of 3 recounts 
life as an ‘outlaw’ 


By MIKE HOLDER 
Associated Press 
DETROIT - Marie Walsh 
says she was in prison for a 
drug crime she didn’t com¬ 
mit, facing regular taunts 
and threats from inmates and 
guards, when her grandfather 
came to visit her and told her 
she had to get out. Her subse¬ 
quent escape from a Michigan 
prison and the comfortable 
life she built afterward raising 
three children with a husband 
who didn’t know she was a 
fugitive until officers arrived 
at their upscale Southern Cal¬ 
ifornia home three decades 
later are recounted in her new 
book, “A Tale of Two Lives.” 
Walsh had served 14 months 
of a 10-year prison sentence 
for a heroin deal when she fled 
in 1976. Her new life on the 
West Coast was uprooted in 
April 2008, when federal mar¬ 
shals handcuffed her. 

The book is “about my odys¬ 
sey through the system from a 
teenager who got on the wrong 
path,” Walsh told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in a phone inter¬ 
view from her home in San 
Diego, where she lives with 
her husband of more than 20 
years. “Escaped it for a while 
and built a life against the odds 
and was snatched away from 
it.” Walsh is talking about her 
past after spending 13 more 
months in prison. Her book re¬ 
counts her time in prison and 
lying to the people she loved 



Susan LeFevre speaks to the 
media after being released 
from the Huron Valley Cor¬ 
rectional Facility in Pittsfield 
Township, Mich. 

most. Walsh was known as 
Susan LeFevre when she says 
her grandfather showed up at 
the Detroit House of Correc¬ 
tions and told her, “Susan, you 
need to get out of here.” She 
wrote that she thought: “What 
planet am I on? Had I really 
just heard my grandfather tell 
me to escape from prison?” 
To break free, she scaled a 
20-foot, barbed-wire fence at 
the prison known as DeHoCo. 
Once on the other side, she be¬ 
gan running. 


“If they shot at me, I wanted 
them to kill me. I was not 
going back,” Walsh wrote. 


Her grandfather was waiting 
for her in his Cutlass. With 
a search helicopter hover¬ 
ing nearby, they headed to 
his home in New Baltimore, 
Mich. □ 


NEED CASH TODAY? 


PAWN OR SELL YOUR GOLD 
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Electronic stores in two states offer free guns 


By Laura Zuckerman 
Associated Press 
SALMON, Idaho - A chain 
of electronic stores in parts of 
the states of Idaho and Mon¬ 
tana are offering free guns to 
first-time subscribers of satel¬ 
lite TV services. 

The new promotions by com¬ 
bination RadioShack and Dish 
Network dealerships in west¬ 
ern Montana and another in 
southwest Idaho have attract¬ 
ed crowds that range from the 
merely curious to the firearm- 
friendly. 

John Marshall, owner of a Ra¬ 
dioShack store in Mountain 
Home, Idaho near Boise, said 
the flagging economy was be¬ 
hind the program he began ad¬ 
vertising this week. 

In Colorado 


“There’s no problem with 
it here; this isn’t 
New York City,” 


he said about a gun giveaway 
that has sparked criticism on 
blogs by gun-control advo¬ 
cates elsewhere. 

Under the arrangement, new 
subscribers to a Dish Network 
package are given a coupon 
for $135 to purchase a single¬ 
shot shotgun at a local sport¬ 
ing goods store. 

The guns-for-subscriptions 
offer is the brainchild of 
Steve Strand, owner of a Ra¬ 
dioShack store in Montana’s 
Bitterroot Valley. 

Strand said the promotional 
campaign he crafted last fall 


Police pepper-spray 
eight-year-old boy 



EIGHT-YEAR-OLD MACED 

WAS PEPPER SPRAY^ JUSTIFIED? 


Police in Lakewood, Colo., say they pepper-sprayed Aidan (8) 
twice on Feb. 22 at Glennon Heights Elementary School after he 
refused to drop a piece of wooden wall trim that he was trying to 
stab them with. 


By SHEILA V KUMAR 
Associated Press 

DENVER - The staff at the Colorado elementary school said 
no one could calm 8-year-old Aidan Elliott. 

He had just thrown a TV and chairs and was now trying to use a 
cart to bust through a door to an office where teachers had taken 
some young students for safety. 

They called the police. 

The officers found him with a foot-long piece of wood trim with 
a knife-like point in one hand and a cardboard box in the other. 
“Come get me, f-—,” he said. 

When they couldn’t calm him down, one squirted Aidan with 
pepper spray. He blocked it with the cardboard box. 

A second squirt hit the youngster in the side of the head, and 
down he went, according to an account of the Feb. 22 standoff 
in a police report first obtained by KUSA-TV.Q 


has proved a sure-fire strategy 
to target satellite subscribers 
in a region that favors fire¬ 
arms. Subscriptions for Dish 
Network packages have in¬ 
creased threefold since he be¬ 
gan offering freebies on pis¬ 
tols or shotguns. 

Strand said women make up 
the majority of his growing 
customer base. 

“All I can tell you is, grandma 
is packing a gun in Montana,” 
he said. 

A RadioShack official ques¬ 
tioned the promotion but the 
corporation has not prohibited 
it by franchise owners like 
Strand. 

“I might not even consider 



Store owner from Radio Shack offers free gun when buying 
electronics. 

such a program if I were in ferent demographic out here,” 
Detroit city but we have a dif- Strand said.Q 



Three course dinner for $ 25.00 

Served from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 


Insalate Mista or Homemade Minestrone 

• 

Linguini Fruitti Di Mare 
or 

Fresh Filet Grouper, with a side of pasta or vegetables 

or 

Chicken Parmigiana, with a side of pasta or vegetables 

• 

Caramel Flan or Ice cream 
Coffee or Tea 


- y 

Chef's Special 


Spaghetti Al Formaggio Parmigiana $21 

An authentic Italian dish flamed with Whiskey 
at your table 


Sole Mare Special $42.50 

Truly a seafood lover dish - Jumbo shrimp, the 
lar-gest on the island, mussels, clams, calamari, 
and Caribbean lobster over a bed of spaghetti 


Kids' Menu 510 


Rigatoni with Meat Sauce, Spaghetti with 
Meatballs, Fettuccini Alfredo, Meat lasagna 
Mozzarella Sticks, Cheese Ravioli and 
Chicken Fingers with French Fries 


1 


NO SERVICE CHARGE ADDED TO YOUR CHECK 


Rib Eye Pizzaiola $32 

USDA certified Angus beef, sauteed with extra 
virgin olive oil, tomatoes, garlic, and goeta 
black olives 


Ravioli alia Vodka with Lobster 
and Shrimp $45 



Palm Beach 23. Tel/fax: 586-0077. Open every day from 5:30 pm to 11:00 pm 
email: solemarearuba@hotmail.com 
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FOR RESERVATIONS 

586-5026 or 747-3515 

Morning Tours From 8:30am until 12:30noon 
Tuesday - Thursday ■ Saturday 

Includes: • Lunch at sea, rum punch, refreshment’s 

and fishing gear. 


ilPER COUPLE 

AFTERNOON TOURS ^whenyoubringjhisadi 
From: 2:00pm until 6:00pm ------- 

Saturday 

Includes: • Rum punch 

• Refreshment’s 

• Bait and fishing gear 


SNAPPER, TIGER FISH, GROUPER AND MORE AWAIT YOU WHILE CRUISING ALONG THE COAST OR ENJOY A 
RELAXING BOAT RIDE AND THE CARIBBEAN BREEZE ON OUR UPPER DECK. 


In New York 


Bloomberg's embattled chancellor quits 



New York City mayor Michael Bloomberg speaks during a 
ceremony to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Triangle 
Shirtwaist fire in New York. 


By Bernd Debusmann Jr. 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK - New York 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
embattled education chief has 
resigned just three months 
after taking the job, dealing 
him another political setback 
as his approval ratings fall in 
his third term. 

Bloomberg had named former 
Hearst Magazines Chairman 
Cathie Black as schools 
chancellor in November 
2010, a decision roundly 
criticized by teachers and 
parents because she lacked 
any experience whatsoever 
in either education or 
government. 


“We both agreed 
it is in the city’s 
best interest if 
she steps down as 
Chancellor,” 


Bloomberg told a news 


conference. “I take full 
responsibility for the fact that 
this has not worked out as 
either of us expected.” 

After taking the job in January, 
she clashed repeatedly with 
teachers and parents who 
saw her as a person who was 
a friend of the billionaire 
mayor with no experience 
that would suggest she had 


the credentials to succeed in 
one the most challenging jobs 
in American education. 

Black never seemed to 
recover after her comment 
in January that birth control 
“would really help us” solve 
the problem of overcrowded 
schools drew the ire of many 
parents of the city’s 1.1 million 
public school students.□ 




THE BEST ON THE NET 


CIT 

Caribbean Internet 


Television 


Your gateway to the world of entertainment 
also featuring: 

Top Real Estate/Hotels/Apartments 
Latinos por el mundo 
Away from home 
Tips for tourists 


www.caribbeaninternettelevision.net 


Youtuber who threatened 
lawmaker heads to prison 



Representative Eric Cantor (R-VA) delivers remarks during 
the 2010 meeting of the Wall Street Journal CEO Council in 
Washington. 


WASHINGTON - A 
Pennsylvania man who 
pleaded guilty to threatening 
the No. 2 Republican in the 
House of Representatives, 
Eric Cantor, and his family 
a year ago was sentenced on 
Thursday to 24 months in 
prison. 

Norman LeBoon, 39, pleaded 
guilty in November to 
threatening to hurt and kill 
Cantor, currently the House 
majority leader, and a member 
of his family in a video posted 
on YouTube a year ago. 

The threat was made as the 
debate on President Barack 
Obama’s landmark healthcare 
legislation ended. 

In the online video, LeBoon 
said of Cantor: 

Describing himself as the “son 
of the god of Enoch,” LeBoon 


“you’re an 
abomination, you 
receive my bullets 
in your office, 
remember they will 
be placed in your 
heads. You and your 
children are Lucifer’s 
abominations.” 

told federal agents that Cantor 
was “pure evil” and that 
the lawmaker’s family was 
“suffering because of his 
father’s wrath,” according to 
an FBI affidavit filed in court. 
At the time of the threat, 
Congress had just passed 
legislation aimed at 
overhauling the healthcare 
system, which divided 
Americans and led to 
numerous threats to 
lawmakers. □ 



Menu Turistico 

3 course dinner 

$21.95 p.p. 

Open daily from: 
5:30-11:00 p.m. 


A unique outdoor dining experience in the 
tropical garden at the poolside terrace. 
Enjoy tasteful pastas, pizzas and seafood 
specialties prepared with the freshest 
ingredients. 


Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa 
Behind the Alhambra Casino C/or 


For reservations call: 582 3444 
E-mail: giorgios@manchebo.com 
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Saturday, April 9 at the Radis son Casino! 

Fundraising bingo for Aruba’s special athletes 



Don’t miss out on fundraising bingo for Aruba’s special athletes Saturday, April 9 at the Radisson Casino! 


U.S. Consulate 
organizes Visa 
lecture for 
students 

CURACAO - U.S. Vice Consul 
Winifred Hofstetter will give 
a student visa presentation 
open to the public at the Inter¬ 
national School of Curacao on 
April 7, 2011, at 19:00. Mrs. 
Hofstetter will present an 
overview of the student visa 
process for the United States, 
speak about documents and 
materials needed, and give 
other relevant information. 
The U.S. Consulate General 
in Curacao recognizes the 
importance of this personal 
interaction with prospective 
foreign students interested in 
studying in the United States. 
Such studies have important 
side results of unparalleled 
mutual understanding and in¬ 
ternational cooperation. 
Foreign students can apply 
for their visas 120 days be¬ 
fore their U.S. studies begin. 
At our embassies and con¬ 
sulates around the world, we 
assign a high priority to stu¬ 
dent visa appointments, re¬ 
sulting in reduced wait times, 
shorter lines, and faster issu¬ 
ance of visas. U.S. embassies 
and consulates issued over 
450,000 student visas in the 
last fiscal year, accounting 
for 82% of student visa appli¬ 
cants worldwide, an increase 
of 13% from the previous 
year. We also recognize that 
community colleges play an 
important role in our higher 
education system by increas¬ 
ing access to career-relevant 
skills, providing intensive 
English language instruction, 
and preparing students for 
further study. Diversity is one 
of the strengths of the U.S. 
educational system, where 
students can choose from 
over 4,000 accredited higher 
education institutions and 
transfer from one institution 
to another. □ 


PALM BEACH - Every 4 
years, Aruba’s Foundation 
for the Mentally Challenged 
sends a delegation of spe¬ 
cial athletes to the Interna¬ 
tional Summer Games-this 
year they are “Going for the 
Gold in Greece!” The games 
will take place from June 25 
to July 4. Aruba’s delegation 
to the Special Olympics are 
training hard to prepare and 
working hard to raise the ex¬ 
tra funds needed to attend. 
Each time they have partici¬ 
pated they have come home 
with gold, silver and bronze 
medals. 

The Casino at the Radisson 
has dedicated the month of 
April to raising funds to send 
them on their way. 
Fundraising efforts continue 
tomorrow afternoon with 
bingo beginning at 1:00 PM. 
Cards cost $10 for a card of 4; 
all proceeds going to Special 
Olympics Aruba Foundation. 
There will be cash rewards 
in increasing value and gift 
certificates from the Radisson 
for dinner for two, a weekend 
stay and a spa treatment at the 
Larimar Spa. 

Grand prize includes cash and 
a $400 watch from Gold Pal¬ 
ace, second place prize is full 


data-streaming mobile phone 
courtesy of Digicel, an of¬ 
ficial sponsor, and a cash re¬ 
ward provided by PriceWater- 
houseCoopers Financial Ser¬ 
vices. Red Sail Sport is also 
providing a morning lunch 
cruise for 4, there is dinner 
at La Cabana, and other great 
prizes. 

Doors open for bingo ticket 


EAGLE BEACH -Eagle Beach 
and Bucuti & Tara Beach Re¬ 
sorts, Aruba’s premier resort 
for romance, were recently 
honored as one of the top ten 
in the “Top 25 Beaches in the 
World” by TripAdvisor us¬ 
ers, the world’s largest travel 
review site. The results were 
also featured on USA Today. 
Owner of Bucuti & Tara 
Beach Resorts, Ewald Bie- 
mans is grateful for the honor, 
saying, “We are so pleased to 
have the tremendous TripAd¬ 
visor community acknowl¬ 
edge us as a top ten beach des¬ 
tination in the world, and that 
travelers continue to rank our 
resort number one on Aruba”. 
Eagle Beach, also designated 
as one of the “Dream Beaches 


sales at noon; there will be 8 
games, and drinks and snacks 
are included. 

The Casino has placed a do¬ 
nation box in the Players’ 
Area, in which they encour¬ 
age their patrons to deposit 
chips and loose change and 
are conducting a nightly raffle 
at 11:00 PM for $100 dol¬ 
lars in non-redeemable chips. 


of the World” by renowned 
travel journalists Kiki Baron 
and Paul Spierenburg, has be¬ 
come an increasingly popular 
destination wedding location 
as well. In 2010 alone, over 
60 couples from 26 different 
countries tied the knot on the 


Raffle tickets cost $5 to win 
20x that amount in chips, and 
are sold at the cashier’s booth. 
This will continue all through 
the month of April. 

The Casino at the Radis¬ 
son encourages all players to 
come and enjoy their games 
while helping a worthy cause; 
your support guarantees you 
will always be a winner !Q 


powder white sands of this 
Five Star Diamond resort. 
Bucuti & Tara Beach Resorts 
Highlights: Ranked #1 in Aru¬ 
ba by TripAdvisor users, nine 
years in a row,Voted Most Ro¬ 
mantic Resort in the World by 
Trip Advisor users, 2009.□ 


In Tripadvisor Top Beaches Reader’s Poll 

Bucuti & Tara Beach Besorts crowned 3rd 













































Friday, April 8, 2011 


£S|L0CAL 


Crystal & Seaport Casinos 
welcome the Easter Bunny 



ORANJESTAD - The Crystal 
& Seaport Casinos have just re¬ 
vealed their Easter promotion 
awarding players great cash 
prizes with Crystal & Seaport 
Casinos golden eggs! While the 
campaign already started in late 
March it will be ongoing until 


April 20 th , 2011. 
Participation is easy, ev¬ 
ery 10 points accumulated 
on the casino member¬ 
ship card, entitle players at 
Crystal & Seaport casino to 
a campaign-coupon. Once 
the coupon is filled and 
dropped into one of the 
two very visible tombolas, 
the chance to win $5,000 
in cash becomes a reality. 
The tombolas are located at 
the Crystal & Seaport casi¬ 
nos, as the $5,000 in cash 
prizes, is offered at both 
gaming establishments. 
Table players favoring Mini 
Baccarat, Black Jack, Rou¬ 
lette, Caribbean Stud Pok¬ 
er, Three Card Poker and 
the Sports Book can also 
participate in the campaign, 
as they may receive their 
campaign-coupon with 
their accumulated points. 
Locals and visitors are 


invited to become mem¬ 
bers at the Players Center 
at Crystal or Seaport Ca¬ 
sino, by presenting their 
ID and just signing up for 
a membership card. By 
accumulating points they 
can then participate in the 
campaign or redeem their 
points against great prizes. 
The casino Easter cam¬ 
paign will culminate when 
7 lucky winners are select¬ 
ed, they will then have the 
chance to visit the “Easter 
Tree” at Crystal or Seaport 
Casino and choose their 
golden egg, which is load¬ 
ed with great cash prizes! 
The Crystal Casino raffle 
day will be Tuesday April 
19th, 2011, and the Seaport 
Casino raffle day is Wednes¬ 
day April 20th, 2011, with 
winners announced at 8pm. 
Find both casinos on face 
book and become a fanO 




Super Tuscans have arrived 


ORANJESTAD - Pepia Est, 
Aruba’s Premier Wine Import¬ 
er has recently acquired some 
of the world’s most revered and 
valued wines, namely the Su¬ 
per Tuscans. Since the 1960’s 
Italian wine growers in the Tus¬ 
cany region have broken with 
their traditional grape variety, 
the Sangiovese, and replaced 
some of their vineyards with 
vines from the French Bor¬ 
deaux region, especially Mer- 
lot and Cabernet Sauvignon. 
Notably the first super Tuscan 
is recognized world-wide, un¬ 
der the name Sassicaia, pro¬ 
ducers of Cabernet Sauvignon- 
based wines since 1948. The 
source of their Cabernet Sau¬ 


vignon is reportedly the famed 
Chateau Laffite Rothschild. 
The result, besides the fact 
these wines lost their original 
appellation, is excellent, and 
these wine from Italy may 
compete with the world’s best. 
They are complex, with tremen¬ 
dous age potential, admired 
by connoisseurs and served in 
the world’s best restaurants. 
They are available until 
stocks at Pepia Est runs out. 
Among wines available, Sas¬ 
sicaia 2007, Guidalberto 
2008, Lupicaia 2005, Crog- 
nolo 2008, Oreno 2007, Ca- 
breo II and Borgo 2001. 

Pepia Est Wholesalers are lo¬ 
cated on Schotlandstraat. □ 



• TOMORROW . 

Don’t miss Super BINGO Saturday! 

$1,000 in CASH PRIZES & Progressive Bingo! 


Get a FREE Alhambra T-Shirt 

when you earn 500 points 
today with your 
Alhambra Advantage Card! 


Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

•SPORT? ROOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 


Alhambra cap may be substituted for t-shirt. 



Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily IOam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 


<TA DIVI RESORTS PROPERTY 






Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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The DiMaggio’s honored 
at the Playa Linda Hesort 



PALM BEACH - Recently at the Playa Linda Resort vacation¬ 
ers were presented with honorary titles created by the Ministry 
of Tourism as a token of appreciation to guest visiting Aruba for 
ten and 20 consecutive years. 

Special friends of Aruba, enjoying ten or more annual vacations 
here, are given the Distinguished Guest certificate and those 
with twenty consecutive years are awarded the Ambassador of 
Goodwill title. 

The recent honoring was effected by the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity associate Ricardo Croes at the Playa Linda Resort, where 
they call their home away from home. Joseph & Rose DiMag- 
gio were honored as Ambassadors of Goodwill after coming to 
Aruba for more than 23 years. 

Pictured: Mr. Ricardo Croes together with Joseph & Rose and 
trainee from Playa Linda Resort.□ 




Louis Vuitton donates to Red Cross in Japan 


ORANJESTAD “Louis Vuit¬ 
ton has been present in Japan 
for over thirty years and our 
hearts are with the Japanese 
people. We are greatly sad¬ 
dened by this tragedy and we 
express our sincere condo¬ 
lences. 

In the wake of this tragedy, 
Louis Vuitton is committed to 
contributing to the emergency 
relief efforts in Japan, by pro¬ 
viding aid to the Japanese Red 
Cross.”□ 


Tony Roma’s is the island’s headquarters for ribs! 


Many restaurants claim to have 
the best ribs in the land, but only 
Tony Roma's world famous ribs 
continue to rack up taste awards 
from a variety of cities, regions, 
and countries across the globe. 
Tony Roma’s Palm Beach brings 
this classic to Aruba. 

Great ribs put Tony Roma's on the 
map, but the menu also features an 
array of flame-grilled favorites 
including steaks, seafood and 
chicken. The menu also serves up 
fresh salads, fantastic burgers and 
sandwiches, grilled fresh local 
fish, mouthwatering desserts and 
delicious appetizers - especially 
the popular, made-from-scratch 
Onion Loaf. 

Today, there are more than 240 
locations on five continents. 
From Seattle to Miami, Tokyo to 
Madrid, and Calgary to Aruba, 
Tony Roma's is creating an inter¬ 
national incident with its flame- 
grilled fare. Discover why Tony 
Roma’s is now an island dining 
institution! 




renThwim 

emBssskfc© 
a free dessert 

Valid with purchase of appetizer 
and main course at regular price. 
Not valid with other discounts, 
specials, coupons or offers. 

Tax and tip not included. 

Max two coupons per table 
of 2 or more guest. 



TonyRomXS 

RIBS ■ SEAFOOD • STEAKS 

PALM BEACH 

L.G. Smith Blvd 230. Palm Beach - Aruba 
(Across the street from the Holiday Inn Resort) 
Tel. 586-7427 
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Robert & Bernice Mac Queen honored at the Marriott 


PALM BEACH - On April 
7th Thursday afternoon, Rob¬ 
ert and Bernice Mac Queen 
from Holland, Ohio were 
caught by surprise when Mar¬ 
riott’s associates Freya, Luz 
and Keirsin visited them at 
the beach with cocktails. 
Daughter Lynn Gorey had re¬ 
quested a guest honoring for 
her parents, who have been 
coming to Aruba since 1974. 
PR representative Ricardo 
Croes from the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority presented the 
Mac Queens with the title of 
“Goodwill Ambassadors of 
Aruba” signed by the Min¬ 
ister of Tourism and thanked 



Picture ATA Rep. Ricardo Croes together with honorees and also staff from the Marriott Surf Club Resort. 


At the Costa Linda Resort 


Joseph & Margaret lynch honored 




EAGLE BEACH - Recently honorary titles created by the 
at the Costa Linda Resort va- Ministry of Tourism as a to- 
cationers were presented with ken of appreciation to guest 


visiting Aruba for ten and 20 
consecutive years. Special 
friends of Aruba, enjoying 
ten or more annual vacations 
here, are given the Distin¬ 
guished Guest certificate and 
those with twenty consecu¬ 
tive years are awarded the 
Ambassador of goodwill title. 
The recent honorings were ef¬ 
fected by the Aruba Tourism 
Authority associate Ricardo 
Croes at the Costa Linda Re¬ 
sort they call their home away 
from home. Joseph & Marga¬ 
ret Lynch honored as a distin¬ 
guished visitor after visiting 
Aruba for 11 years, 

Pictured: Mr. Croes from ATA 
together with Joseph & Mar¬ 
garet and also staff from the 
Costa Linda Resort. □ 


them for their loyalty to the 
island. 

Goodwill Ambassadors are 
loyal Aruba visitors who have 
visited Aruba for 20 consecu¬ 
tive years or more. 

Since 1991 the Mac Queens 
have been staying at the Mar¬ 
riott and are time share own¬ 
ers at the Marriott Vacation 
Club Aruba. The warmth and 
friendliness of the people, 
great weather, and the beauti¬ 
ful beaches are just a few of 


the many reasons that make 
them come back each time. 
The Mac Queens shared their 
photos from their visit trip 
to Aruba in 1974, when they 
stayed at the Sheraton. The 
honoring took place at Mar¬ 
riott’s Surf Club beach joined 
by their family and friends. 

The Aruba Marriott congrat¬ 
ulates the Mac Queens and 
thanks them for their loyalty to 
the island and the Aruba Mar¬ 
riott. □ 



Mrs. Mac Queen and daughter Mrs. Gorey. 



The Mac Queens with the Marriott ladies Freya, 
Luz and Keirsin. 


























































In Brazil 



Missile from Gaza Strip 
strikes Israeli school bus 



A Palestinian mortar shell from the Gaza Strip struck a school bus 
in southern Israel Thursday, wounding two people, including one 
child critically, Israeli officials said. 


By ARON HELLER 
Associated Press 

JERUSALEM - An anti-tank missile fired from the Gaza Strip 
struck a school bus in southern Israel Thursday, wounding two 
people, one of them critically, and prompting fierce Israeli re¬ 
taliation that killed five Palestinians. 

Israel unleashed airstrikes and tank fire against Hamas targets 
across the border. It was the heaviest assault on the coastal terri¬ 
tory since a broad military offensive two years ago. Besides the 
dead, more than 30 Palestinians were wounded, said Palestinian 
health official Adham Abu Salmiya. 

He said one of the dead was a 50-year-old civilian who was sit¬ 
ting outside his home when he was struck by tank fire. Three 
others were militants killed near the southern Gaza town of Ra- 
fah. The fifth man was a Hamas policeman. 

The sudden outbreak of violence illustrated the fragile situation 
along the Israel-Gaza border, where small bouts of fighting can 
quickly escalate into heavy-scale warfare.Q 



Seafood Cocktail 
Escargots Florentine 
Beef Carpaccio 
Soup of the day 


Jerked Twin Skirt Medallion 
Boneless Chicken Coq ou Vine 
Broiled Pork Chops 
Fried Calamari 

Grouper Tempura J 

Seafood Thermidor ^ 

Pasta Shrimp Tortolini ^ 


Oreo Vanilla Cup 
Crepe Suzette 
Assorted Ice Creams 


offer not valid in combination with 
other promotions or specials 


APPETIZERS 


ENTREES 



Restaurant 


Sun Plaza Mall For Reservations 583 8899 
Open from 5:30 am - 10:30 pm 


locales 
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Gunman opens fire on school 


1 



Brazilian authorities say that a gunman opened fire in an elemen¬ 
tary school in Rio de Janeiro and at least 13 people are dead, in¬ 
cluding the gunman, and at least 20 people are wounded. 


By JULIANA BARBASSA 
Associated Press 
RIO DE JANEIRO - A gun¬ 
man opened fire at a public 
elementary school in Rio de 
Janeiro on Thursday, killing 
at least 11 students before tak¬ 
ing his own life. At least 18 
other people, mostly students, 
were hurt and brought to lo¬ 
cal hospitals, said Rio state 
Health Secretary Sergio Cor¬ 
tes. At least four were in grave 
condition. The dead included 
10 girls and one boy, plus 
the gunman, Cortes said. The 
ages of the children were not 
immediately known. Police 
had said earlier that at least 13 
people had died in the shoot¬ 
ing. A police spokeswoman 
told the AP that the gunman 
was identified as 23-year-old 


Wellington Oliveira, a former 
student at the Tasso da Silveira 
school, located in a working- 
class neighborhood in western 
Rio. She spoke on condition 
of anonymity, saying that she 
was not authorized to discuss 


the matter. 

A motive was not immediate¬ 
ly known, but authorities said 
the shooter left a rambling and 
mostly incoherent letter at the 
scene indicating he wanted to 
kill himself. Q 
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$6 for 4 cards / Awg. 2 for the progressive! 


* T r Get a raffle ticket to 
participate in the 
weekly Friday raffle 

And in the Suzuki SX4 raffle with every 
hand-paid jackpot of $50 and more... 
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Live Music 


» FREE Premiun Drinks! 

while playing slots or table games 


The Casino at the Radisson 
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Open daily from 12 noon to 4am _ 

.For information call +297 586 4045 resort, casino&spa 
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Mexico’s drug squad patrolling the streets. 


After Mubarak 


Egypt wonders what next? 


Should Mexico call for a 
drug cartel cease-fire? 

By IOAN GRILLO 
Associated Press 

MEXICO - The image of seven corpses of young men and 
women who had been tortured, murdered and dumped in a car 
was depressingly familiar in drug war torn Mexico. But unlike 
thousands of other killings, one victim of last week’s multiple 
homicide in the spa town Cuernavaca had a well-known father 
and his grief gained national attention. 

The journalist and poet Javier Sicilia led a march to commemo¬ 
rate the death of his son and friends, who appear to be innocent 
victims caught up in the violence. In the media spotlight, Si¬ 
cilia said what has been on the mind of many weeping parents. 
The war on drugs is not working, he cried, the government has 
to make a truce with cartels. “Drug trafficking goes on. The 
United States doesn’t care, and is not helping us at all,” Sicilia 
told reporters. “The mafias are here. We should make a pact.” 
The statement sparked a sizzling public debate, which many 
Mexicans have conducted in private for years: should the gov¬ 
ernment reach out to criminal gangs to calm the bloodshed? 
President Felipe Calderon, who kicked off a crackdown on the 
cartels in December 2006, has insisted that he will never negoti¬ 
ate with criminals. □ 


By JOE KLEIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - On April 
1, the people returned to Tah- 
rir Square by the thousands - 
to remind the military govern¬ 
ment that they were still there 
and hoping for a clearer path 
to democracy, and because 
it was fun. The square was 
tricked out like a music fes¬ 
tival, with competing stages: 
dozens of impromptu plat¬ 
forms for the Socialists, the 
Socialist Workers, the Egyp¬ 
tian Youth Union and various 
other secular subdivisions. 
There were trinket and food 
sellers moving through the 
crowd and young people with 
huge plastic bags picking up 
the litter. 

There were no police; I saw 
four young men break up and 
then calmly mediate a fistfight 
between two older men. But 
there was something missing 
in the festival of democracy: 
“The Muslim Brotherhood 
aren’t here today,” said my 
guide, Elijah Zarwan of the 
International Crisis Group. 
“They don’t need to protest 
anymore. They’re back in the 
neighborhoods, organizing.” 
“We need to organize,” Mah¬ 
moud Salem, a popular blog- 


Would shutdown derail recovery? 



House Speaker John Boehner of Ohio listens at left, as Senate Ma¬ 
jority Leader Harry Reid of Nev. speaks to reporters outside the 
White House in Washington after their meeting with President 
Obama regarding the budget and possible government shutdown. 


NEW YORK - Republicans 
and Democrats still haven’t 
broken a stalemate threaten¬ 
ing to bring the federal gov¬ 
ernment to a halt at week’s 
end. Is the economy in for a 
big hit? President Obama and 
congressional leaders failed to 


strike a budget deal Wednes¬ 
day night that would keep the 
federal government running. If 
they don’t break the stalemate 
by week’s end, many govern¬ 
ment services will come to a 
halt. Obama said it would be 
“inexcusable” for Republi¬ 


cans and Democrats to re¬ 
ject a compromise, because 
a prolonged shutdown would 
be devastating to ordinary 
Americans (not to mention 
the country’s army of federal 
workers.) Just how bad would 
it be for the economy? 

This will crush the recovery: 
A shutdown is the anti-stimu¬ 
lus, says Dave Johnson at The 
Huffington Post. If it hap¬ 
pens, 800,000 federal workers 
will be laid off, hurting every 
business where those staffers 
spend money. Companies that 
depend on government con¬ 
tracts will start running out 
of money if the government 
stays dark for a few weeks. 
Tourism will dry up around 
national parks. If this drags 
on, a shutdown could ruin the 
already fragile recovery, and 
even “trigger a second-dip 
recession.” □ 


Surviving six natural disasters 

Swedish newlyweds on 
honeymoon from Hell 

By JENNY WILSON 
Associated Press 

One Swedish couple experienced unbelievably terrible luck 
on their honeymoon. 

Stefan and Erika Svanstrom of Stockholm embarked on their 
four-month honeymoon in Dec. with their infant daughter 
in tow. Little did they know they would encounter six natu¬ 
ral disasters along the way, making the trip quite literally a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience. 

Shortly after departing, the Svanstroms found themselves in 
the midst of a deadly snowstorm that hit Munich, Germany. 
Managing to escape alive, they faced crowded airports and 
flight delays, but secured a flight to Singapore and headed to 
Southeast Asia - just in time for monsoon season. 

Sick of the bad weather but still in high spirits, the couple 
journeyed to Australia, where they were greeted by bush 
fires in Perth, flooding in Brisbane and their first major 
natural disaster: a category 5 cyclone in Cairns. They were 
evacuated and forced to spend 24 hours in a crowded shop¬ 
ping center with thousands of other citizens. Not exactly the 
most romantic honeymoon setting. 

But Mother Nature wasn’t finished. The same day the 
Svanstroms planned to fly to New Zealand, their destination 
of Christchurch was hit with a 6.3 magnitude earthquake that 
killed at least 65 people. 

Next up was Japan, for the grand finale. While in Tokyo, 
they lived through the devastating 9.0 magnitude earthquake 
and tsunami that pillaged the country. □ 



Former president of Egypt Mubarak. 


ger better known as Sand- 
monkey, tells me the next day 
as we sit at an outdoor cafE. 
“The largest youth party now 
is the Couch Party.” 

Actually, there is organizing 
aplenty going on in Egypt - 
but mostly from the top down, 
youth coalitions forming and 
splintering, business leaders 
and members of parliament 
announcing new parties al¬ 
most every day. 

Not even the Muslim Brother¬ 


hood is immune: there was a 
split between the youth, who 
insisted on joining the Tahrir 
Square revolutionaries, and 
the elders - and now there’s 
another potential split be¬ 
tween moderates and the ex¬ 
tremists. 

“We don’t know what im¬ 
pact freedom will have on the 
Muslim Brotherhood,” a well- 
known student leader told me. 
“And I don’t care. If they’re 
for freedom, I’m for them.” Q 
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ISLA NDAWAY 


PRAISE FOR AN ISLAND AWAY 


“INSIGHTFUL TALE. 
GREAT BEACH READ!” 


For more info, visit DANIELPUTKOWSKI.com 


amazon.com 

^ and you're done? 


amazonkindle 


. Read Daniel Putkowski's novels on your iPad & iPhone 
t APPS AVAILABLE AT AMAZON.COM 


AT LAST THE SEQUEL 
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Under a Blue Flag, the Much-Anticipated Sequel to 
Aruba’s #1 Bestseller, An Island Away 

ON SALE NOW IN ARUBA AT MOST HOTEL GIFT SHOPS 


Under a 

®iSe Flat 


Major aftershock In 
Japan shakes coast 



Greenpeace radiation team experts Rianne Teule checks crops for 
contamination at a garden in Fukushima City, 60 km from the 
stricken Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant. 


In Ivory Coast 

U.N. troops surround “last defenders” 



U.N. peacekeepers have surrounded the “last defenders” of 
Ivory Coast incumbent leader Laurent Gbagbo, France said on 
Thursday, after a week of heavy fighting to unseat him. 


By Yoko Kubota 
Associated Press 
TOKYO - A major aftershock 
rocked northeast Japan on 
Thursday and a tsunami warn¬ 
ing was issued for the coast 
devastated by last month’s 
massive quake and tsunami 
that crippled a nuclear power 
plant. The warning was later 
lifted and no tsunami was re¬ 
ported. No damage from the 
quake, measured at magnitude 
7.4 by the Japan Meteorologi¬ 
cal Agency, was detected at 
the Fukushima Daiichi plant, 
operator Tokyo Electric Pow¬ 
er Co (TEPCO) said. 

Workers struggling to bring 
the plant under control were 
evacuated soon after the af¬ 
tershock struck, shortly be¬ 
fore midnight. Large parts of 
northern Japan, where infra¬ 
structure was severely dam¬ 
aged by the March 11 quake 
and tsunami, were without 
electricity following the latest 
of many aftershocks, the big¬ 
gest since last month’s killer 


quake. Torn Hanai, a AP 
photographer in Oshu, Iwate 
prefecture, near the epicen¬ 
ter of Thursday’s aftershock, 
said his hotel lost power and a 
water pipe burst. “Everything 
fell. My room is a complete 
mess and power is widely out 
in this area,” he said. In the 
capital, Tokyo, buildings also 
shook. “It started out as noth¬ 
ing much, then the building 
started swaying quite strong¬ 
ly,” a AP witness said. 

As of 01:30 a.m. seven people 
were reported injured, two of 
them seriously, a spokesman 
for the National Police Agen¬ 
cy said. Last month’s huge 9.0 
magnitude quake triggered 
tsunami waves which swept 
in along the coast, wiping out 
towns.About 28,000 people 
were killed or are missing. 

The disaster also disrupted 
industry and affected sup¬ 
ply chains around the world 
but it was not immediately 
clear if Thursday’s aftershock 
would. Q 


By Ange Aboa 
Associated Press 
ABIDJAN - U.N. peacekeep¬ 
ers have surrounded the “last 
defenders” of Ivory Coast in¬ 
cumbent leader Laurent Gbag¬ 
bo, France said on Thursday, 
after a week of heavy fighting 
to unseat him. 

Forces loyal to rival presi¬ 
dential claimant Alassane 
Ouattara have been wag¬ 
ing an offensive in Abidjan 
to topple Gbagbo, who has 
refused to cede power after 
losing last November’s elec¬ 
tion to Ouattara, according to 
results certified by the United 
Nations.”At this moment the 
military situation is as fol¬ 
lows; the UNOCI (United Na¬ 
tions mission in Ivory Coast) 
troops have surrounded in a 
limited area the last defend¬ 
ers of the previous president 
Gbagbo,” French Defense 
Minister Gerard Longuet told 


the French Senate on Thurs¬ 
day. 

A United Nations spokes¬ 
man in Abidjan told AP that 
the United Nations had sent 
forces into the Cocody neigh¬ 
borhood, where Gbagbo is 
believed to be holed up in his 
heavily defended compound, 


but did not plan to intervene. 
“We have sent a patrol to 
Cocody and the surrounding 
area, but it is not to intervene,” 
U.N. spokesman Hamadoun 
Toure told AP by telephone. 
“I am not aware that Ouattara 
has requested our intervention 
at this stage.”□ 


Buccaneer Restaurant Early Bird Lent Special 

5:30 TO 7:00 P.M 

3 COURSE MEAL, BUILD YOUR FAVORITE MEAL FROM EACH SECTION 

Entree dessert 

Breaded Grouper, Coconut Shrimp & Risotto Carmel Flan 
Ultimate Shrimp Trio with Risotto Ice Cream 

Fisherman Stew Coffee or Tea 

Pan Seared Fresh Catch with Scallops 
Mediteranean Fresh Catch with Risotto 
Chefs Delight, Linguine Surprise topped with fresh catch 

For Reservations call (297) 586-6172 or email us at: info@buccaneeraruba.com 
3 decadesjafgreat food at a low price 

Join us 6 days a week 
Monday- Saturday 
5:30pm - 10pm 


Appetizer 

Fish Soup 
Clam Chowder 
Escargot 
Crab Cakes 






**5 Course Entree $ 24 . 95 per person ** 

Located between hi & low rise **The Lent Special cannot be combined with any promotions** 
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In Yemen 


Gulf Arabs plan for Saleh to go 



Anti-government protesters shout slogans during a rally to de¬ 
mand the ouster of Yemen’s President Ali Abdullah Saleh outside 
Sanaa University. 


By Mohammed Ghobari 
Associated Press 

SANAA-A Gulf Arab plan for Yemen’s president to step down 
would guarantee the veteran leader and his family immunity 
from prosecution, an opposition source said on Thursday, but 
youth activists said that should be rejected. 

The United States and Gulf Arab countries including Yemen’s 
key financial backer, Saudi Arabia, appear ready to push aside 
a long-time ally against al Qaeda’s Yemen-based wing to avoid 
a chaotic collapse of the poorest Arab state. 

Saleh’s sometimes violent response to two months of protests 
against his 32-year rule has tried the patience of Washington 
and Riyadh, both of which have been the target of attempted 
attacks by al Qaeda’s Yemen-based branch.Q 


In Libya s Misrata 

Residents shelter from mortars 



A destroyed car is seen in the city of Misrata, east of the capital 
Tripoli. 


By Hamid Ould Ahmed 
Associated Press 
ALGIERS/BEIRUT - People 
in the Libyan city of Misrata 
are crammed five families to a 
house in the few safe districts 
to try to escape mortars rain¬ 
ing down from government 
forces, a rebel spokesman 
said on Thursday. 

Troops loyal to Libyan lead¬ 
er Muammar Gaddafi have 
mounted mortars on the roof¬ 
tops of buildings, allowing 
them to extend their range 
into almost every part of the 
city, said the rebels. 

Misrata is the only big rebel 
stronghold left in the west 
of Libya, but weeks of artil¬ 
lery attacks and sniper fire 
have shrunk the parts of the 
city controlled by the rebels 
— despite airstrikes by NATO 
warplanes aimed at protecting 
civilians. 


“It does not seem there is 
a safe place in Misrata any 
more,” the spokesman, who 
gave his name as Hassan al- 
Misrati, told AP by telephone 
from the city. 

“They are using mortars, a lot 
of mortars, and they are firing 
anywhere. They do not care 


where it lands,” he said. “This 
crazy man has turned hysteri¬ 
cal and wants to kill as many 
people as he can. 

“His forces have even at¬ 
tacked the cemetery. What 
is in the cemetery but dead 
people? But he doesn’t care,” 
Misrati said. □ 



LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 

Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean Stud 
Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealer stands on 
Soft 17 

SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 
Tournaments 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 PM $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 PM $25 
Fridays at 7:00 PM $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 PM Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 PM Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as per 
Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you at Excelsior Casino!! 


US troops may stay if Iraq wants 



U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates talks with troops from the 
U.S. Army 25th Infantry Division from Hawaii and answers their 
questions during a visit at Camp Victory in Baghdad, Iraq. Gates 
is meeting with military and civilian leaders during what he de¬ 
scribed as possibly his last trip to Iraq as defense secretary. 


By ROBERT BURNS 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD - Even with the 
burdens of combat in Af¬ 
ghanistan and unrest in the 
Arab world, the U.S. would 
keep American troops in Iraq 
beyond the agreed 2011 final 


withdrawal date if Iraq’s gov¬ 
ernment asked for extra help, 
Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates said Thursday. 

His comments give weight 
to an idea that is politically 
sensitive in both nations and 
which Iraq officially rejects. 


During what he said would 
probably be his final visit to 
Iraq as Pentagon chief, Gates 
urged the fractious Iraqi gov¬ 
ernment to decide “pretty 
quickly” whether it wants to 
extend the U.S. presence be¬ 
yond Dec. 31 to enable con¬ 
tinued training of its security 
forces. 

Gates shares the view of 
many in the U.S. military that 
a longer U.S. stay would be 
useful in ensuring that Iraq’s 
security and political gains do 
not unravel, but publicly he 
has insisted that the decision 
is Iraq’s. 

“We are willing to have a 
presence beyond 2011, but 
we’ve got a lot of commit¬ 
ments,” Gates said during a 
question-and-answer session 
with troops at a U.S. military 
compound on the outskirts of 
Baghdad. □ 
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In Afghanistan 


Turkey s war-weary 


Suicide attackers kill 
6 at police compound 





u i 

* 

■jfc 



Smoke billows from a police compound after it was attacked by 
insurgents in Kandahar, south of Kabul, Afghanistan. 


By SOLOMON MOORE 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan - Sui¬ 
cide attackers stormed a po¬ 
lice compound with AK-47s, 
grenades and an explosives- 
rigged ambulance in southern 
Afghanistan Thursday in an 
escalation of fighting that co¬ 
incides with demonstrations 
some of them deadly over the 
burning of a Quran in Florida. 
Six Afghan security troopers 
died in the attack in Kandahar 
province. Riots in the same 
province incited by the Quran 
burning killed 10 people on 
Saturday, part of a wave of 
protests that has forced inter¬ 
national aid organizations and 
embassies to virtually lock 
down their facilities for more 
than a week. More protests 
are expected. 

Last month’s book burning 
at the Gainesville, Florida, 
church led by the Rev. Terry 
Jones further inflamed anti- 
Western sentiment in Afghan¬ 
istan, where many people 
were already fed up with the 
presence of foreign military 
forces and civilian casualties. 
Outrage at the desecration 
also spurred a deadly assault 
on a U.N. headquarters in the 
northern province of Mazar- 
i-Sharif last week that killed 
seven staff workers. 

On Thursday, about 300 teach¬ 
ers, students and clerics gath¬ 
ered outside a Kabul mosque 
with banners demanding that 
Jones be prosecuted and that 
foreign troops withdraw from 
Afghanistan. Afghan police 
closely monitored protesters, 
who were peaceful in their 


behavior but strident in their 
rhetoric. 

“America is a terrorist,” read 
one banner. “No to American 
military bases in Afghani¬ 
stan,” read another. 

Sabor Fakhri, one of the 
protest organizers, said he 
viewed the Quran burning as 
a personal affront to him and 
his family.“This holy book 
belongs to all Muslim na¬ 
tions and when they burned 
the Quran they burned me 
and my people,” he said. “We 
demand the U.S. government 
stop such ignorant people. 
Long live Islam and death to 
the enemies of the Muslims.” 
“We didn’t send tanks or heli¬ 
copters or weapons to Amer¬ 
ica, we have sent the holy 
book, abridge of knowledge,” 
Muslim cleric Abdul Salam 
Abad told the crowd. “Amer¬ 
ica claims they are giving us 
human rights and freedom of 
speech and religion, but their 
burning of the Quran shows 
their hatred of Muslims.” 
Many Afghan Muslims will 
attend weekly prayer services 
at mosques and there are con¬ 
cerns that civil unrest will fol¬ 
low angry sermons about the 
Quran burning, as they did 
last weekend. 

The demonstrations are oc¬ 
curring as Taliban fighters re¬ 
turn to the battlefield in great¬ 
er numbers to take advantage 
of more temperate weather. 

In the attack on the Kanda¬ 
har police compound, three 
heavily armed suicide bomb¬ 
ers set off a furious gunbat- 
tle that raged for at least 45 
minutes. □ 


Kurds build villages for peace 



People take a break after working at a building site at Viransehir 
in Urfa. Kurdish people are building their own village near Viran¬ 
sehir city, using the stones they cut from volcanic rocks that can 
be found all around. 


By Safak Timur 
Associated Press 
VIRANSEHIR, Turkey - A 
boy aged around 10 digs in 
the ground with a pickaxe that 
is almost his size as another 
struggles under a huge water 
container at a construction 
site in southeastern Turkey. 
Far from the classic concept 
of child labour, these young¬ 
sters are helping their own 
families to build homes from 
the mud and volcanic rock 
of this impoverished area in 
a defiant bid to take their fu¬ 
ture into their own hands. 
The 48 Kurdish families last 
month descended from their 
crowded rented apartments 
on the outskirts of the city 
of Viransehir, rolled up their 
sleeves and started work on a 


vast, green plain surrounded 
by far-away mountains. “This 
should be a message to the 
state, which believes that we 
are dependent on it. No, we 
can build our lives on our own 


and this is proof,” said one of 
the builders, Huseyin Aksoy. 
Such villages are being pro¬ 
moted by Kurdish group¬ 
ing the Democratic Society 
Congress.□ 
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Medicineonthemove 

Sometimes, you really do want 
to tell the medical profession to 
just make up its mind. 

We got word this week that es¬ 
trogen therapy, which was bad, 
is good again. Possibly. In some 
cases. 

This was not quite as confusing 
as the news last year that calci¬ 
um supplements, which used to 
be very good, are now possibly 
bad. Although maybe not. And 
the jury’s still out. 

Or the recent federal study that 
suggested women be told to 
stop checking their breasts for 
lumps. Or the recommendations 
on when to get a mammogram, 
which seem to fluctuate between every five years and every five 
minutes. We certainly want everyone to keep doing studies. But 
it’s very difficult to be a civilian in the world of science. 

“It’s very difficult to be a woman,” said Dr. Leslie Ford of the 
National Cancer Institute wryly. 

Back in the day, estrogen was prescribed only for women who 
were experiencing serious problems with menopause. Then 
a 1966 book called “Feminine Forever” argued that estrogen 
therapy was good for almost every middle-aged female on the 
planet who wanted to avoid morphing into a crone. The idea 
grew in popularity even after evidence mounted that the author 
had been paid by an estrogen manufacturer. 

“The mantra among gynecologists was: As soon as you got to 
be 49, almost automatically put women on estrogen. It was sup¬ 
posed to be a fountain of youth,” said Ford. 

To reduce the danger of uterine cancer, estrogen was mixed 
with progestin and the result was, among many other wonderful 
things, supposed to lower the risk of heart disease. Then a re¬ 
port from the Women’s Health Initiative, a long-running study 
by the National Institutes of Health, found that it did no such 
thing. Also, it raised the risk of breast cancer. 

“It’s been a real culture shift for gynecologists,” said Ford. 
Now comes a new study - from the very same Women’s Health 
Initiative - that appears to show that for some women, estrogen 
alone may actually reduce the risk of breast cancer and heart 
attack. As long as you take it when you’re in your 50s. 

“It’s ‘Back to the Future,”’ said Dr. Emily Jungheim of Wash¬ 
ington University School of Medicine, who co-authored an edi¬ 
torial raising a red flag about the new report. 

The new findings, which come with many qualifications, apply 
only to women who’ve had a hysterectomy. But that’s quite a 
population; about one-third of all U.S. women have their uterus 
removed at some point in their lives. 

You cannot contemplate this information for too long without 
asking whether the medical profession has a tendency to get 
carried away. 

“There’s a pill for every ill,” said Dr. Sidney Wolfe, director of 
the Public Citizen Health Research Group and the co-author of 
“Worst Pills, Best Pills: A Consumer’s Guide to Avoiding Drug- 
Induced Death or Illness.” 

He worries a lot about overmedication. “There’s just a mas¬ 
sive overprescribing in this country,” he said. “Also elsewhere. 
France comes to mind.” 

Finally, we have found some part of medicine in which our sys¬ 
tem is as efficient as France’s. 

Americans should know by now that you can’t put a pill in your 
mouth without risk. Television is full of commercials for won¬ 
der drugs that will perk up your spirits, soothe your allergies or 
lower your cholesterol, improving life altogether except in the 
cases where they lead to vivid dreams, suicidal thoughts, hair 
loss, stabbing pains or sudden death.Q 
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Why pay congress? 



By NICHOLAS D. 
KRISTOF 


© 2011 New York Times 

If we careen over a cliff Friday 
and the American government 
shuts down, hard-working 
federal workers will stop get¬ 
ting paychecks, but the mem¬ 
bers of Congress responsible 
for the shutdown are expected 
to be paid as usual. 

That’s partly because con¬ 
gressional pay is not subject 
to the regular appropriations 
process, and partly because 
of Constitutional concerns. 
The Senate passed a bill pro¬ 
posed by Barbara Boxer of 
California that would suspend 
congressional paychecks in 
any government shutdown, 
but the Republican-controlled 
House has blocked it. House 
Republicans approved a simi¬ 
lar pay suspension, but it was 
embedded in legislation that 
has zero chance of becoming 
law. 

The upshot is that federal 
workers who do important 
work for the public - cleaning 


up toxic waste, enrolling sick 
people into lifesaving medi¬ 
cal trials, answering medical 
hot lines, running national 
parks, processing passport 
applications - risk being sent 
home and going unpaid. But 
members of Congress would 
continue to receive $174,000 
a year. As the humorist Andy 
Borowitz wrote in a Twitter 
message: “That’s like elimi¬ 
nating the fire dept & sending 
checks to the arsonists.” 

In my travels lately, I’ve been 
trying to explain to Libyans, 
Egyptians, Bahrainis, Chi¬ 
nese and others the benefits 
of a democratic system. But if 
congressional Republicans ac¬ 
tually shut down the govern¬ 
ment this weekend, they will 
be making a powerful argu¬ 
ment for autocracy. Chinese 
television will be all over the 
story. If a high school student 
council refused to approve a 
budget so that student activi¬ 
ties had to be canceled - even 
as student leaders continued 
to pay themselves stipends - a 
school board would probably 
cancel the entire experiment 
in student democracy. But I 
can’t imagine high school stu¬ 
dents acting so immature. 
Some Republicans seem moti¬ 
vated to accept a government 
shutdown not only by a terror 
of the Tea Party wing of their 
party but also by a profound 
misunderstanding of fiscal 
policy. 


“Our generation’s greatest 
challenge,” Sen. Marco Ru¬ 
bio, R-Fla., declared in an op¬ 
ed article in The Wall Street 
Journal the other day, “is an 
economy that isn’t growing, 
alongside a national debt that 

is. ” 

A fair number of Republicans 
share that sentiment, so let’s 
take a closer look. To nitpick, 
it’s factually wrong. The econ¬ 
omy has been growing since 
the third quarter of 2009. The 
larger point is true. The econ¬ 
omy is still sputtering, unem¬ 
ployment is too high and debt 
is growing. 

But one of the most basic 
principles of economics is that 
when an economy is anemic, 
governments should use defi¬ 
cit spending as a fiscal stimu¬ 
lus, even though that means 
an increase in debt. If Rubio 
believes that the response to 
a weak economy is to slash 
spending, he is embracing the 
approach that Herbert Hoover 
discredited 80 years ago. 
Republicans are correct that 
debt matters and that we need 
to address America’s long¬ 
term deficits. That means trim¬ 
ming entitlement programs 
and reducing the rise in health 
care spending that is eroding 
their viability; we also prob¬ 
ably need some tax increases. 
But while our long-term need 
is to rein in deficit spending, 
our short-term need is to boost 

it. □ 











































Corey the' mad hatter’ leads Ducks past Sharks 

Anaheim Ducks right wing Corey Perry, left, and teammate Lubomir Visnovsky, of Slovakia, celebrate after Perry scored a goal in the 
second period of an NHL hockey game against the San Jose Sharks in Anaheim, Calif., Wednesday, April 6, 2011. 

Associated Press 
See NHL Roundup on Page B3 




NBA ROUNDUP 



Miami Heat’s LeBron James, 
right, goes up for a shot against 
Milwaukee Bucks’ Andrew 
Bogut during the first quarter 
of an NBA basketball game 
Wednesday, April 6, 2011 in 
Miami. James made a pair of 
free throws with 2:12 remain¬ 
ing in the first quarter to score 
2,000 points in seven straight 
seasons. 

Associated Press 

Bucks beat 
Heat 90-85 

MIAMI (AP) John 

Salmons scored 17 points, 
and Luc Richard Mbah a 
Moute added 14 points and 
12 rebounds as the already- 
eliminated Milwaukee Bucks 
beat the Miami Heat 90-85 on 
Wednesday. 

The loss knocked Miami (54- 
24) a half-game back of Bos¬ 
ton in the race for the No. 2 
seed in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence. 

Carlos Delfmo’s 3-pointer 
with 24 seconds left helped 
seal it for the Bucks, who 
got 14 points from Corey 
Maggette. 

Milwaukee was eliminated 
from playoff contention dur¬ 
ing the game, thanks to Indi¬ 
ana’s win over Washington. 


Continued on Page B4 
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Mcllroy, Quiro 






Rory Mcllroy of Northern Ireland watches his tee 


shot on the 18th hole during the first round of the 


Masters golf tournament 


in 


Augusta, Ga. 


Associated Press 
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DISPORTS 



Mcllroy, Quiros off to strong start at Mastors 



helped Europe reclaim the 
Ryder Cup. 

“I trusted everything,” Mc¬ 
llroy said. “I trusted where I 
wanted to hit the ball. That’s 
the key around here. With 
some of these pins, you can 
get tentative and try to guide it 
in there. You just have to pick 
your targets and trust your 
swing. I was very happy with 
the way I did that.” 

Mcllroy nearly duplicated 
his dynamic start at last 
year’s British Open, where he 
opened with a 63. The next 
day at St. Andrews, in a howl¬ 
ing wind that actually forced 
a brief delay, he slumped to 
an 80. He shouldn’t face those 
conditions in Georgia, where 
the forecast calls for warm, 
sunny weather through the 
weekend. Whatever happens, 
he feels better prepared to 
deal with any adversity. 

“At the time, it was very dis¬ 
appointing,” Mcllroy said, 
referring to his second-round 
collapse at St. Andrews. “But 
looking back, it was probably 
very valuable in my progres¬ 
sion as a golfer.” 

One of golf’s rising stars, 
Mcllroy began attacking at 
the par-5 second on Thursday 
with the first of three straight 
birdies, and kept it going 
through a bogey-free round. 
Mcllroy doesn’t expect to fall 
apart on Friday. 

“I have that experience to 
draw on,” he said, “especially 


ABOVE: Alvaro Quiros of Spain reacts after making a birdie putt on the 17th hole during the first 
round of the Masters golf tournament Thursday, April 7, 2011, in Augusta, Ga. BELOW RIGHT: 
Phil Mickelson reacts to his shot from the gallery on the ninth hole during the first round of the 
Masters golf tournament Thursday, April 7, 2011, in Augusta, Ga. TOP RIGHT: Tiger Woods hits a 
drive on the 10th hole during the first round of the Masters golf tournament Thursday, April 7,2011, 
in Augusta, Ga. 


PAUL NEWBERRY 
AP National Writer 
AUGUSTA, Georgia (AP) 

— Rory Mcllroy and Alvaro 
Quiros each shot a 7-under 65 


on Thursday to top the leader- 
board after the first round of 
the Masters, two strokes ahead 
of their nearest competitors. 
The 21-year-old Mcllroy, who 


Associated Press 
became the youngest first- 
round leader in Masters his¬ 
tory, posted his score in one 
of the early groups and then 
waited in the clubhouse all 
day to see if anyone could 
catch him. 

No one did — until the long- 
hitting Spaniard birdied his 
final two holes under darken¬ 
ing skies in the last group of 
the day. 

It was his best result at a Mas¬ 
ters, where he had never shot 
better than a 75. 

South Koreans Y.E. Yang and 
K. J. Choi were two shots back 
at 67. Nine other players were 
in the 60s. Defending champ 
Phil Mickelson scrambled for 
a 70, and Tiger Woods was 
within striking distance at 71. 
Mcllroy, of Northern Ire¬ 
land, is used to contending in 
the majors, finishing third at 
last year’s British Open and 
PGA Championship. He also 
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being in a similar position to 
last year at St. Andrews. I feel 
like I’m better prepared to tee 
off in the second round of a 
major with the lead.” 

Quiros was strong off the tee, 
but it was his putter that kept 
him in the game. After driving 
behind some trees at No. 14, 
and going even deeper when 
his next shot struck a limb, he 
rolled in a 20-foot putt to sal¬ 
vage bogey. 

He made a 25-footer for bird¬ 
ie at the 17th, then stuck his 
approach shot right behind 
the flag on the final hole. He 
rolled in the short birdie putt 
and had a share of the lead at 
a place where he’s never even 
made it to the weekend. 

“It’s time to do it, isn’t it?” 
Quiros joked. “Finally, I 
played well.” 

Even though he’s known for 
his booming drives, the Span¬ 
iard knew which club de¬ 
served most of the credit. 

“I holed putts,” he said. “Ob¬ 
viously, the best club in my 
bag was the putter.” 

Yang made an eagle at the 
13th and briefly pulled into 
a share of the lead with con¬ 
secutive birdies on 15 and 
16. But a wild drive behind 
the trees led to a bogey at the 
17th, and the South Korean 
made another on the final hole 
after knocking his approach 
shot over the green. 

His countryman took a differ¬ 
ent tact. Choi birdied five of 
his last six holes, capped off 
by a brilliant putt at 18 from 
the front of the green to the 
pin, tucked in the back. 

Woods was six shots back, 
but at least he wasn’t totally 
out of it. Mired in the longest 
winless streak of his career, 
he made a long putt at No. 14, 
lipped out several others and 
finished with a 71. 

“I’d rather be where Rory is,” 
Woods said, glancing at the 
scoreboard from behind the 
18th green. “But, hey, there’s 
a long way to go. ... I’m very 
pleased. I’m right there in the 
ballgame.” 

While Woods has gone 20 
tournaments over 17 months 
without a win, he’s always a 
contender at Augusta Nation¬ 
al, where he’s captured four 
green jackets and finished 
fourth a year ago.Q 
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NHL Roundup 


Perry’s hat trick leads Ducks’ 6-2 rout of Sharks 


ANAHEIM, California (AP) 
— Corey Perry capped his 
third career hat trick with his 
NHL-leading 50th goal during 
a dynamic four-point perfor¬ 
mance as the Anaheim Ducks 
kept pace in a tight playoff race 
with a 6-2 victory over the San 
Jose Sharks on Wednesday. 
Rookie Cam Fowler, Teemu 
Selanne and Jason Blake also 
scored as Anaheim rebound¬ 
ed from back-to-back losses 
to stay in a seventh-place tie 
with Chicago in the Western 
Conference standings. Both 
clubs have 95 points apiece 
and two games to go. The 
Ducks’ victory eliminated the 
Calgary Flames, but the 10th- 
place Dallas Stars still have a 
chance with 91 points and a 
game in hand. 

Perry became just the third 50- 
goal scorer in Ducks history 
and the Western Conference’s 
first 50-goal scorer since Cal¬ 
gary’s Jarome Iginla in 2007- 
OS. 

Dan Boyle and Ben Eager 
scored for the Sharks. 

Blackhawks 4, Blues 3, OT 


At Chicago, Jonathan Toews 
scored with a low shot from 
the left circle at 3:19 of over¬ 
time to give Chicago a victory 
over St. Eouis and move with¬ 
in two points of a clinching 
a playoff spot in the Western 
Conference. 

Toews beat Ty Conklin on the 
short side after taking a long 
lead pass from Duncan Keith 
and racing in with Blues de¬ 
fenseman Carlo Colaiacovo in 
close pursuit. Marian Hossa, 
Tomas Kopecky and Nick 
Eeddy scored in the second 
period to help the defending 
Stanley Cup champion Black- 
hawks erase a two-goal defi¬ 
cit. St. Eouis’ Chris Stewart 
scored midway through the 
third to set up overtime. T.J. 
Oshie had a goal and an assist, 
and David Backes also scored 
for the Blues, who are out of 
the playoffs for the second 
straight season. 

Kings 3, Coyotes 2, SO 
At Los Angeles, Kyle Clif¬ 
ford had the tying goal late in 
the second period, Jarret Stoll 
also scored and Los Angeles 


clinched its second straight 
playoff berth. 

Stoll also had the deciding 
goal in the tiebreaker, his 
ninth in 10 shots this season 
and eighth in a row. Jonathan 
Quick made 33 saves. 

Lee Stempniak and Taylor 
Pyatt scored first period goals 
for Phoenix and Ilya Bryzga¬ 
lov made 31 saves. 

The Coyotes need one more 
point to secure their second 
straight postseason berth. 
Oilers 6, Flames 1 
At Calgary, Alberta, Jarome 
Iginla scored three goals and 
added an assist as Edmonton 
routed Calgary, a few minutes 
before the Flames were elimi¬ 
nated from the Western Con¬ 
ference playoff race. 

With one game left, Calgary 
is two points behind Chicago 
and Anaheim. 

Iginla has 42 goals. Alex Tan- 
guay had a goal and two as¬ 
sists, Rene Bourque and Curtis 
Glencross also scored, Mikael 
Backlund Backlund had three 
assists, and Miiklca Kiprusoff 
made 22 saves. 


Wozniacki wins 2 tiebreakers in Charleston 



Caroline Wozniacki, of Denmark, makes a return to Barbora 
Zahlavova Strycova, of Czech Republic, during the Family Circle 
tennis tournament in Charleston, S.C., Thursday April 7, 2011. 

Associated Press 


PETE IACOBELLI, 

AP Sports Writer 
CHARLESTON, South Caro¬ 
lina (AP) — Top-ranked Caro¬ 
line Wozniacki needed to win 
two tiebreakers to advance 
at the Family Circle Cup on 
Thursday. The top-seeded 
Dane defeat Barbora Zahlavo¬ 
va Strycova 7-6 (6), 7-6 (9) in 
a stadium court match that 
lasted more than 2 Vi hours. 
It looked nothing like the 
56-minute cakewalk Wozni¬ 
acki enjoyed in Wednesday’s 
opening match. 

“I knew that it wasn’t go¬ 
ing to be easy. I’ve seen her 
before and played her last 
year here,” Wozniacki said. 
Although, it sure looked that 
way at first. Wozniacki led 
4-1 in the opening set and 
appeared ready to quickly 
oust Zahlavova Strycova of 
the Czech Republic. That’s 
when a frustrated Zahlavova 
Strycova talked to her coach 
and promised to play more 
aggressively. The move 
worked. She extended points 


and forced Wozniacki deep 
into corners to chase down 
shots. Zahlavova Strycova 
held serve twice to force the 
tiebreaker. She fought back 
in that one, too. After trail¬ 
ing 5-1, she won five straight 
points to hold a set point of her 


own. But Zahlavova Strycova 
sent that chance long and net¬ 
ted the next two points to give 
Wozniacki the set. Zahlavova 
Strycova took a 2-0 lead into 
the second set. 

This time, it was Wozniacki’s 
turn to rally. Q 



Anaheim Ducks right wing Corey Perry(lO) looks to shoot as San 
Jose Sharks’ Devin Setoguchi (16), Dan Boyle(22) and Patrick 
Marleau (12) watch in the second period of an NHL hockey game 
in Anaheim, Calif., Wednesday, April 6, 2011. 

Associated Press 


Magnus Paajarvi scored for 
Edmonton. 

Hurricanes 3, Red Wings 0 

At Raleigh, North Carolina, 
Cam Ward made 42 saves for 
his second shutout in a month 
as Carolina beat Detroit to re¬ 
main alive for a playoff spot. 
Jeff Skinner and Derek Joslin 
scored in the second period 
and Erik Cole added a goal in 
the third. The Hurricanes have 
won seven of nine to move to 
89 points and remain in the 
hunt for just their second post¬ 


season berth since they won 
the 2006 Stanley Cup. 

Eric Staal added three assists 
to help Carolina beat Detroit 
for the first time since 2006. 
Jimmy Howard made 29 saves 
for the Central Division cham¬ 
pion Red Wings, who lost star 
left winger Henrik Zetterberg 
to a lower-body injury. Zetter¬ 
berg, who collided with Caro¬ 
lina defenseman Bryan Al¬ 
len midway through the first 
period, has a team-best 80 
points.□ 
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AL Roundup 



Winless Red Sox lose 5th straight, 8-4 to Indians 



Boston Red Sox’s Marco Scutaro throws his helmet after striking 
out in the sixth inning in a baseball game against the Cleveland 
Indians, Wednesday, April 6, 2011, in Cleveland. 

Associated Press 


CLEVELAND (AP) As- 
drabal Cabrera had four RBIs 
and Shin-Soo Choo hit a 
two-run homer as the Cleve¬ 
land Indians kept the Boston 
Red Sox winless on Wednes¬ 


day with an 8-4 victory that 
dropped one of baseball’s big 
spenders to 0-5. 

The Red Sox are off to their 
worst start in 15 years and 
look nothing like the team 


many forecast to be the last 
one standing in October. Bos¬ 
ton hasn’t started this poorly 
since 1996, and after finishing 
this series Thursday, the Sox 
head home to face the rival 
New York Yankees on Friday 
and what could be angry fans 
in Fenway Park. 

Reliever Rafael Perez (1-0) 
worked 11-3 perfect innings 
for the Indians, who have won 
three straight. 

Cabrera hit a three-run homer 
off reliever Dan Wheeler to 
cap a strange sixth inning, 
when mistakes on the mound 
and in the field cost the Red 
Sox four runs. 

Matt LaPorta also homered 
for Cleveland. 

Daisuke Matsuzaka (0-1) took 
the loss. 

Angels 5, Rays 1 
At St. Petersburg, Florida, 
winless Tampa Bay Rays 
lost again when Dan Haren 
and the Los Angeles Angels 
shut down the American East 
champions 5-1. 

The Rays fell to 0-5. In four 
of those games, they finished 
with exactly one run and four 


hits. 

Rookie Jeremy Hellickson (0- 
1) lost despite striking out 10 
in 5 2-3 innings. 

Tampa Bay designated hitter 
Manny Ramirez, who has one 
hit in 17 at-bats this season, 
was out of the starting lineup. 
He flied out as a pinch-hitter 
in the eighth inning and will 
miss Thursday’s game at the 
Chicago White Sox while 
tending to a personal matter. 
Rangers 7, Mariners 3 
At Arlington, Texas, Mitch 
Moreland hit a tiebreaking 
double off Cy Young pitching 
award winner Felix Hernan¬ 
dez as Texas remained un¬ 
beaten. 

The AL champion Rangers 
are 6-0 for the first time since 
1996, when they set a team 
record by winning their first 
seven games. 

Moreland’s go-ahead hit in the 
seventh inning made a winner 
ofC.J. Wilson (1-0). 

Tigers 7, Orioles 3 
At Baltimore, Alex Avila hom¬ 
ered and had a career-high 
five RBIs to back an effective 
pitching performance by Jus¬ 


tin Verlander as Detroit ended 
Baltimore’s unbeaten run. 
Miguel Cabrera and Victor 
Martinez also connected for 
the Tigers, who became the 
first team this season to score 
more than one run against Bal¬ 
timore. 

Derrek Lee hit his first homer 
with the Orioles and Vladimir 
Guerrero got his first RBI. But 
Baltimore came up short in 
a bid to match the franchise- 
record 5-0 start of the 1970 
squad that went on to win the 
World Series. 

Verlander (1-0) gave up three 
runs and four hits in eight in¬ 
nings, striking out nine. He is 
6-0 with a 2.64 ERA in eight 
career starts against Balti¬ 
more, including 4-0 at Cam¬ 
den Yards. 

White Sox 10, Royals 7, 12 
innings 

In other AL games L.A. An¬ 
gels 5, Tampa Bay 1; Texas 
7, Seattle 3; Chicago White 
Sox 10, Kansas City 7,12 in¬ 
nings; Cleveland 8, Boston 
4; Detroit 7, Baltimore 3; 
and Toronto 5, Oakland 3.Q 
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Members of the New Orleans Hornets huddle on the court after 
their victory over the Houston Rockets after an NBA basketball 
game in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 6,2011. The Hornets won 
101-93, advancing them to the NBA playoffs. 

Associated Press 


LeBron James scored 29 
points for Miami, which 
played without injured guard 
Dwyane Wade, the NBA’s No. 
3 scorer. 

Thunder 112, Clippers 108 

At Oklahoma City, Kevin Du¬ 
rant scored 29 points and Rus¬ 
sell Westbrook added 26 as 
Oklahoma City clinched the 
Northwest Division title. 

The Thunder won the first di¬ 
vision crown for the franchise 
since 2005, when they were 


known as the Seattle Super- 
Sonics, but only after fend¬ 
ing off a late charge from the 
Clippers. 

Blake Griffin had 35 points 
and 11 rebounds in the second 
visit to his hometown in his 
NBA career, but he missed a 
key foul shot that helped put 
the game away for Oklahoma 
City. 

Hornets 101, Rockets 93 

At New Orleans, Chris Paul 
had 28 points and 10 assists as 


NBA ROUNDUP 
Continued from Page B1 

New Orleans clinched a play¬ 
off spot. 

Trevor Ariza, acquired by the 
Hornets from Houston in an 
offseason trade, scored 19 for 
a second straight game and 
equaled a season high with 
six steals. 

Jarrett Jack added 19 points, 
while seventh-year pro Emeka 
Okafor, who’s never been to 
the playoffs, added 11 points 
to help rookie coach Monty 
Williams get there with a far 
shorter wait. 

In other NBA games it was 
Orlando 111, Charlotte 102, 
OT; Indiana 136, Wash¬ 
ington 112; New York 97, 
Philadelphia 92; Cleveland 
104, Toronto 96; Detroit 
116, New Jersey 109; Phoe¬ 
nix 108, Minnesota 98; New 
Orleans 101, Houston 93; 
Oklahoma City 112, L.A. 
Clippers 108; Milwaukee 
90, Miami 85; San Antonio 
124, Sacramento 92; Denver 
104, Dallas 96; and Golden 
State 95, L.A. Lakers 87.Q 
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Nl Roundup Giants 
beat Padres 8-4 



San Francisco Giants starter Tim Lincecum pitches against the San Diego Padres in the first inning 
of a baseball game in San Diego, Wednesday, April 6, 2011. 

Associated Press 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — Tim 
Lincecum struck out 13 bat¬ 
ters and held the San Diego 
Padres to one run and three 
hits in seven innings to lead 
the San Francisco Giants to an 
8-4 win Wednesday. 

Lincecum (1-1) left with an 
8-1 lead after seven. The Freak 
struck out every San Diego 
regular except Nick Hundley, 
who hit a solo homer in the 
third, his first. 

The Giants chased Tim 
Stauffer (0-1) in the fifth, 
two batters after he allowed 
Aubrey Huff’s RBI double to 
left-center. Stauffer allowed 
four runs and eight hits in 4 
2-3 innings, walked two and 
struck out one. 

Marlins 7, Nationals 4 
At Miami, John Buck hit a 
bases-loaded triple as Florida 
came from behind to win for 
the second night in a row, this 
time erasing a four-run deficit. 
Buck, who hit a grand slam 
on opening day, missed an¬ 
other by inches in the fifth and 
settled for a triple that tied the 
game. 

Chris Coghlan had three dou¬ 
bles and a single and scored 
three times for the Marlins, 
and Omar Infante put them 
ahead to stay with an RBI sin¬ 
gle in the sixth. 

Washington’s Ian Desmond, 
who entered the game 0 for 13, 
had four hits and two RBIs. 
Florida went ahead with two 
runs in the sixth off Chad 
Gaudin (0-1). 

Phillies 10, Mets 7 
At Philadelphia, Ryan How¬ 
ard equaled a career high with 
four hits and fell a triple short 
of the cycle, and Ben Francis¬ 
co also homered as Philadel¬ 
phia beat the New York Mets 
after wasting a 7-0 lead. 
Placido Polanco had three hits 
and three RBIs, including a 



KEEP ARUBA 



go-ahead single in the fifth, 
helping the four-time Na¬ 
tional League East champions 
overcome a rough start by Joe 
Blanton to improve to 4-1. 
Angel Pagan hit a two-run 
homer for the Mets, who got 
a second straight poor outing 
from Mike Pelfrey. 

Pelfrey lasted just two-plus 
innings, allowing seven runs 
— six earned — and eight 
hits. 

Rockies 7, Dodgers 5 

At Denver, Todd Helton and 
Troy Tulowitzki homered in 
leading Colorado past Los An¬ 
geles for a two-game sweep. 
Jason Hammel (1-0) was the 
beneficiary of the pop in the 
middle of Colorado’s lineup, 
picking up the win despite al¬ 
lowing two home runs in five 
innings and falling behind 4-2 
in the third. 

Helton’s three-run homer off 
Chad Billingsley (1-1) gave 
Colorado a 5-4 lead in the 
third. 

Diamondbacks 6, Cubs 4 

At Chicago, Chris Young 
drove in two runs, scored 
twice and made a pair of nice 
catches in center field as Ari¬ 
zona beat Chicago. 

Arizona ended its eight-game 
losing streak against the Cubs. 
Armando Galarraga (1-0) won 
in his first career NL start, 
giving up five hits and four 
runs in 7 1-3 innings. J.J. Putz 
pitched a perfect ninth for his 
second save. 

Alfonso Soriano hit his third 
homer of the season and Ara- 
mis Ramirez hit his second for 
Chicago. 

Ryan Dempster (0-2) gave up 
five runs — four earned — 
and 10 hits in seven innings. 
He struck out seven and didn’t 
walk a batter. 

Pirates 3, Cardinals 1 


At St. Louis, Kevin Correia 
and two relievers combined to 
slow St. Louis, and Neil Walk¬ 
er hit his second home run as 
Pittsburgh beat St. Louis. 

The Pirates won their second 
road series of the season, now 
having taken two of three 
from St. Louis and the Chica¬ 
go Cubs. Last year, Pittsburgh 
was a majors-worst 17-64 on 
the road on the way to a 57- 
105 record overall. 

Chris Carpenter (0-1) allowed 
one earned run in six innings 
but left trailing 2-0 and lost to 
the Pirates for only the second 
time in 13 career decisions. 
Reds 12, Astros 4 
At Cincinnati, Brandon Phil¬ 
lips and Paul Janish had three 
hits each as Cincinnati over¬ 
came a four-run deficit and 
remained the NL’s only un¬ 
beaten team. 

The Reds are 5-0 for the first 
time since 1990, when they 
won their last World Series 
championship. 


Edinson Volquez (1-0) over¬ 
came another lousy beginning. 
The Astros committed a 
season-high five errors that 
helped the Reds catch up and 
pull away. 

Nelson Figueroa (0-1) had one 
of the five errors that undercut 
the fast start. 

Brewers 5, Braves 4 
At Milwaukee, Prince Fielder 
drove in his first three runs 
this season and scored two 
more to lead Milwuakee past 
Atlanta. 

Fielder had been hitless in 11 
at-bats when he singled in two 
runs with the bases loaded in 


the first against Mike Minor 
(0-1). 

Marco Estrada (1-0) earned 
his first major league victory. 
He was called up from the mi¬ 
nors earlier in the day to fill in 
while Zack Greinke is on the 
disabled list. 

In other NL games Pitts¬ 
burgh 3, St. Louis 1; Arizo¬ 
na 6, Chicago Cubs 4; Colo¬ 
rado 7, L.A. Dodgers 5; San 
Francisco 8, San Diego 4; 
Philadelphia 10, N.Y. Mets 
7; Cincinnati 12, Houston 
4; Florida 7, Washington 4; 
and Milwaukee 5, Atlanta 
4.Q 
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: BENLO CIGARS 
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■ We are specialized in premium Cuban Cigars. 
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Wicked X, a synthetic mari¬ 
juana, sits on a counter at 
Hemp’s Above in Mechan- 
icsburg, Pa. Synthetic sub¬ 
stances that mimic marijua¬ 
na, cocaine and other illegal 
drugs are making users 
across the nation seriously 
ill, causing seizures and hal¬ 
lucinations so intense that 
thousands of them seek help 
at emergency rooms. 

Synthetic drags 
send 1,000’s to IR 

By JIM SALTER 
Associated Press 
INDIANOLA, Iowa - 
Until he tried a marijuana 
look-alike product called 
“K2,” David Rozga’s most 
dubious decision was get¬ 
ting a Green Bay Packers 
tattoo on his shoulder. 

Then the 18-year-old ath¬ 
lete and band standout got 
high on the fake pot last 
June and complained to a 
friend “that he felt like he 
was in hell,” his father said. 
Though he had never suf¬ 
fered from depression, the 
teenager went home, found 
a shotgun and killed him¬ 
self one of at least nine 
U.S. deaths in the last year 
that authorities suspect 
were caused by synthetic 
products designed to mim¬ 
ic marijuana, cocaine and 
other illegal drugs. 

An Associated Press analy¬ 
sis shows that the substanc¬ 
es are increasingly causing 
users to fall seriously ill, 
with some suffering sei¬ 
zures and hallucinations.□ 


Genetically modified fungus could fight malaria 



A research team member looks through a microscope of bacteria 
use for producing anti-body against malaria at Westminster Uni¬ 
versity in London. 

By MARIA CHENG 
Associated Press 

LONDON - In a cramped London laboratory filled with test 
tubes, bacteria and mosquitoes, scientists are trying to engineer 
a new weapon in the battle against malaria: a mutant fungus. 
For years, Angray Kang at Westminster University and 
colleagues have been testing whether they could genetically 
tweak a fungus to kill the malaria parasite carried by mosquitoes. 
Now they’ve found that in lab experiments, mosquitoes exposed 
to the fungus show a sharp drop in levels of the parasite. If it 
works that way in the wild, that should make it harder for the 
disease to infect people. 

Kang said the mutant fungus could be sprayed onto walls and 
bednets like insecticides and could be made for a comparable 


cost. 

He said the same process of genetic modification could also be 
used to target other insect-spread diseases like dengue and West 
Nile virus. The research was done together with scientists at the 
Johns Hopkins School of Public Health and was funded by the 
U.S. National Institutes of Health. Early results were published 
recently in the journal Science. 


“This is very exciting research,” said Andrew Read, 
director of the Center for Infectious Disease Dynamics at 
Pennsylvania State University. He has worked on similar 
projects but was not involved with the fungus research. 
“It tells us that if you can’t find something in nature to do 
what you want, you can just make it.” 


Read said using the souped-up fungus might be less 
environmentally invasive than other genetic approaches. Some 
critics have warned that competing biological approaches, like 
scientists creating mutant mosquitoes, could wreak havoc to 
ecosystems if billions of the insects are released into the wild. 
With the fungus, “you just spray it on the wall and it does its 
job,” Read said. 

“You don’t have to worry about generation after generation of 
the stuff.” 

He also said the fungus technology could be a new way of 
dealing with insecticide-resistant mosquitoes, an increasing 
problem that has meant the return of effective but controversial 
sprays like DDT. 

“With the (mutant) fungi, you wouldn’t have chemical residues 
hanging around,” he said. “It would just be a fungus very similar 
to what is already found in nature.’Q 


More evidence 

Pregnancy is safe with MS 



By Amy Norton 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK - A new re¬ 
search review strengthens the 
evidence that women with 
multiple sclerosis are about as 
likely as other women to have 
a healthy pregnancy — with¬ 
out putting their own health at 
risk. 

The findings, reported in 
the obstetrics journal BJOG, 
support the advice generally 
given to women with multiple 
sclerosis: If the condition is 
under control, you can safely 
become pregnant. 

“A woman with multiple scle¬ 
rosis can consider pregnancy 
just the same way all other 
women consider it,” Dr. Yara 
D. Fragoso, a neurologist at 
the Universidade Metropolita- 


na de Santos in Brazil, and the 
senior researcher on the new 
study, told AP Health. 

Multiple sclerosis, or MS, is 
a nerve disorder thought to 
arise when a person’s immune 
system mistakenly attacks that 
person’s own nerve fibers. MS 
leads to symptoms like muscle 
weakness, numbness, vision 
problems and difficulty with 
coordination and balance. 
Years ago, women with MS 
were advised to avoid preg¬ 
nancy, partly out of concern 
that it could make their dis¬ 
ease worse. 

But studies in recent decades 
have shown that the opposite 
is true; many women see their 
symptoms improve or even 
disappear during pregnancy 
possibly because immune sys¬ 


tem activity naturally declines 
and levels of anti-inflamma¬ 
tory hormones called cortico¬ 
steroids naturally rise during 
pregnancy. 

Recent studies have also sug¬ 
gested that women with MS 
are at no special risk of preg¬ 
nancy complications. 

For the new review, Fragoso’s 
team pulled together 22 in¬ 


ternational studies conducted 
since the 1980s, involving 
more than 13,000 women. 
Combining those results, 
they found that women’s 
MS symptom flare-ups were 
slightly less common during 
pregnancy, and slightly more 
common for a short time after 
pregnancy. □ 
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To boost innovation, Facobook opons server designs 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
RACHEL METZ 
AP Technology Writers 
PALO ALTO, California (AP) 

— Facebook says it wants 
to help others build startups 
more easily and efficiently 
by sharing the technology be¬ 
hind the servers that power 
its massive online social net¬ 
work. In turn, it hopes to ben¬ 
efit from others’ innovations, 
too. Facebook won’t make 
any money from the Open 
Compute Project announced 
Thursday. Rather, by making 
the blueprints and mechanical 
designs of its servers avail¬ 
able to everyone through a 
model known as open source, 
the company hopes others 
will improve them. Facebook 
can then incorporate those ad¬ 


vances into its own servers. 
“Being able to design more 
efficient servers ... is a big 
part of being able to build the 
things we build,” said Frank 
Frankovsky, director of hard¬ 
ware design and supply chain 
at Facebook. The company 
already opens up the software 
behind its site so that devel¬ 
opers can build applications 
on top of it. Servers inside 
data centers are the backbone 
of Internet services such as 
Facebook. They store and 
transmit billions of status up¬ 
dates, links, photos and all the 
outside apps used by Face- 
book’s members. After rent¬ 
ing out space in data centers 
in California and Virginia, 
Facebook recently opened its 


own in Prineville, Ore., and 
is building another in North 
Carolina. It says the Prinev¬ 
ille data center is 38 percent 
more energy-efficient and 24 
percent cheaper to build than 
the data centers Facebook had 
been using. “Normally when 
we call a lot of people over 
here, we are talking about 
products,” CEO Mark Zucker- 
berg said at the announcement 
at Facebook’s headquarters in 
Palo Alto. 


It’s “easy to lose track of 
what powers all that.” 
Facebook said it is already 
working with manufactur¬ 
ers, including Dell Inc., that 
are building servers based 
on its design. 


FCC adopts rules to drive 
more wireless competition 



In this July 10, 2010, a cockpit GPS shows the search area as 
scientists participate in a marine mammal/sea turtle survey flight 
related to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill on a National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration twin otter DHC-6, over the Gulf 
of Mexico near the Chandeleur Islands off the Louisiana coast. 
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JOELLE TESSLER 
AP Technology Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Fed¬ 
eral regulators adopted rules 
Thursday to drive more com¬ 
petition in wireless broad¬ 
band as more people access 
the Internet using iPhones 
and other popular mobile de¬ 
vices. The Federal Commu¬ 
nications Commission voted 
3-2 on Thursday to require 
big wireless carriers to open 
their data networks to smaller 
regional operators in places 
where they don’t have their 
own systems. The large carri¬ 
ers have to offer network ac¬ 
cess at reasonable prices, and 
the FCC would resolve any 
disputes. The so-called “data 
roaming” rules are a response 
to consolidation in an industry 
dominated by two nationwide 
carriers, AT&T Inc. and Veri¬ 
zon Wireless. And they come 
just weeks after AT&T, the 
second-largest U.S. wireless 
company, announced plans 
to buy T-Mobile USA, the 
fourth-largest, in a $39 billion 
cash-and-stock deal. 

Existing voice roaming rules 
already allow regional com¬ 
petitors to use the big carri¬ 
ers’ networks to handle phone 
calls outside their own service 
territories. That enables Leap 


Wireless, for instance, to offer 
nationwide calling service. It 
pays other carriers for access 
to their systems when custom¬ 
ers make calls outside Leap’s 
service area. But smaller wire¬ 
less providers say they need 
to be able to be able to do that 
with data, too, as subscribers 
increasingly use smartphones 
not just to make phone calls but 
to send pictures, watch online 
video and access bandwidth- 
hungry mobile applications. 
“Consumers ... expect to use 
their mobile phones through¬ 
out the nation for voice calls 


or data — like email or mobile 
apps,” said FCC Chairman 
Julius Genachowski, a Dem¬ 
ocrat. ywhere,” Berry said. 
“What consumer would buy a 
phone that only works in one 
small regional area?” 

The FCC’s three Democrats 
voted to adopt the data- 
roaming rules over the 
opposition of the agency’s 
two Republicans. Republican 
Robert McDowell said he 
believes the agency lacks the 
legal authority to impose such 
requirements on the wireless 
industry. □ 



Facebook VP of Technical Operations Jonathan Heiliger speaks 
at Facebook headquarters in Palo Alto, Calif., Thursday, April 
7 , 2011 . 
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Some servers are already ing others develop more ef- 
available. flcient data centers, “you ex- 

Intel Corp. also helped Face- pand the pie, and I think ev- 
book develop the server speci- erybody wins,” he said, 
fications, said Jason Waxman, Forrester analyst Richard 
Intel’s general manager for Fichera said Facebook de- 
high-density computing. serves credit for sharing its 

He added that the design technology with the wider 
combined with the efflcien- world, including competitors, 
cies in Facebook’s data center even if the company is also 
cut the power cost to the aver- motivated by less altruistic 
age computer user by 60 per- reasons, 
cent — a huge amount consid- He said in a blog post that 
ering Facebook’s scale. sharing the designs essentially 

Waxman said offering open creates a community of corn- 
standards can help grow the peting suppliers and could 
technology industry. By help- help Facebook lower costs.Q 

Email marketer at center 
of breach apologizes 

JORDAN ROBERTSON 
AP Technology Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The company at the center of a data 
heist involving Best Buy, Citigroup, and other major brands said 
Wednesday that the theft of potentially millions of names and 
email addresses won’t significantly slow its email marketing 
juggernaut. 

Epsilon, a subsidiary of Alliance Data Systems Corp., was 
the victim of a hacking attack that triggered scores of public 
warnings this week from major retailers, banks and others. 
Epsilon sends more than 40 billion emails a year on behalf of 
more than 2,500 companies, for things like loyalty rewards 
programs. 

In a statement Wednesday, it reiterated that federal Social 
Security and credit card numbers weren’t compromised. Epsilon 
president Bryan Kennedy apologized for the inconvenience and 
the “phishing” emails that victims are receiving. 

The company said that only 2 percent of its client base was 
affected and that its email volumes aren’t expected to be 
significantly impacted. Epsilon said the incident should 
have “minimal if any impact” on Alliance Data’s financial 
performance. 

Epsilon is a big moneymaker for Alliance Data, which is based 
in Texas. Epsilon turned $65 million in operating profit last 
year, and its $613 million in revenue was 22 percent of Alliance 
Data’s total.□ 
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Time Warner Viacom take 
iPad app feud to NY court 


NEW YORK - Time Warner Cable Inc. and Viacom Inc. 
have taken their dispute over what content can be put on the 
cable company’s iPad app to a federal court in New York 
City. 

The companies filed lawsuits against each other on Thurs¬ 
day, asking the court to decide the issue. The lawsuits were 
filed after Time Warner agreed to drop a dozen cable chan¬ 
nels from the popular tablet computer sold by Cupertino, 
Calif.-based Apple Inc. 

News Corp.’s Fox Cable Networks, Viacom and Discovery 
Communications Inc. asked Time Warner to pull their pro¬ 
gramming from its iPad app. They said putting the programs 
on it was violating their programming contracts. 

The media companies say Time Warner should pay more 
money to distribute on devices other than television sets. 
Time Warner says existing contracts already provide it with 
the necessary rights.□ 


Oil jumps above $110 
on Libya, Japan quake 


NEW YORK (AP) Oil 

prices rose above $110 a bar¬ 
rel reaching a new 30-month 
high Thursday after another 
earthquake hit Japan and the 
European Central Bank, fear¬ 
ful of inflation, raised a key 
interest rate. 

Benchmark West Texas In¬ 
termediate crude oil for May 
delivery rose $1.47 to settle at 
$ 110.30 per barrel on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange. 

In London, Brent crude 
gained 33 cents to settle at 
$122.26 per barrel on the ICE 
Futures exchange. WTI crude 
has traded near $108 this 
week as traders mull the im¬ 
pact of the ongoing turmoil in 
Libya, a weakening U.S. dol¬ 
lar and China’s fourth interest 
rate hike since October. 
Investors are also concerned 
that a 29 percent jump in oil 
prices since mid-February 
will force consumers to spend 
more on fuel costs and will 
eventually undermine crude 
demand. Oil prices were also 
supported Thursday by signs 
that the European Central 
Bank is not about to commit 
to a long-term pursuit to raise 
interest rates. 


“We did not decide that it 
was the first of a series of 
rate increase,” bank 
President Jean-Claude 
Trichet said. 


A weaker dollar makes com- 



High gas prices are seen as 
a motorist fills her car on 
Monday, April 4, 2011 in 
Berlin, Vt. 


Associated Press 
modities like oil priced in 
dollars cheaper and more at¬ 
tractive for investors holding 
other currencies, often lead¬ 
ing to higher oil prices. 

The dollar fell to 84.92 Japa¬ 
nese yen late Thursday from 
85.47 yen late Wednesday. 
The euro fell to $1.4302 from 
$1.4336 late Wednesday. 
Trading earlier in the day was 
volatile, with the euro rising 
over $ 1.43 before and after the 
central bank announcement. It 
fell below the $1.43 mark af¬ 
ter Trichet’s comments. 

“The impact of a stronger 
euro will likely fuel commod¬ 
ity prices even higher over the 
balance of the week, although 
in energy’s case, prices are 
starting to get dangerously 
high.Q 




Stores turn in surprisingly strong sales for March 



Customer Michael O’Neil, left, is assisted by Best Buy sales associate, Ara Gregorian, as he shops for a laptop 
computer at Best Buy store in Glendale, Calif., Wednesday, April 6, 2011. Shoppers shrugged off higher gas 
prices and cool temperatures to give retailers a surprisingly strong March. 
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By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK - The eco¬ 
nomic recovery keeps defy¬ 
ing expectations and getting 
stronger. Robust consumer 
spending in March is the latest 
sign that the rebound is enter¬ 
ing a self-reinforcing cycle of 
improvement. 

Shoppers shrugged off wor¬ 
ries about higher gas prices 
and treated themselves at 
the mall last month. Retail¬ 
ers from Costco to Victoria’s 
Secret reported surprisingly 
good sales Thursday, and ana¬ 
lysts said people would have 
spent even more but for the 
late Easter. 


The results were the latest 
economic report to come in 
better than expected. The 
private sector added more 
than 200,000 jobs in each 
of February and March, 
and the unemployment 
rate has fallen more than 
a full percentage point, to 
8.8 percent, in just four 
months. 


Consumer spending, which 
makes up 70 percent of the 
economy, is critical to the re¬ 
covery. 


The more shoppers spend, the 
more companies feel good about 
ramping up production, which 
means eventually adding work¬ 
ers, who spend more money. 
There are signs now that the 
cycle is taking off. Ajay Banga, 
the CEO and president of Mas¬ 
terCard Inc., told The Associ¬ 


ated Press that there’s “something 
changing” in American spending 
habits. 

“The 90 percent of the people 
who are employed, compared 
with the 10 (percent) who are not, 
no longer believe that their jobs 
are at risk,” Banga said. 

“And their willingness to spend 


has changed compared with six 
or nine months ago ... when there 
was a fear.” 

Overall, revenue at major re¬ 
tailers rose 2 percent over last 
March, according to the Interna¬ 
tional Council of Shopping Cen¬ 
ters. Many analysts had expected 
it to be flat or to decline slight¬ 


ly. The figures are based on 
stores open at least a year. 

The increase is better than it 
looks because Easter falls on 
April 24 this year, three weeks 
later than last year. Had it 
fallen in March, retailers’ re¬ 
sults might have been three to 
five percentage points better 
because of holiday spending, 
analysts say. 

There’s still plenty for retail¬ 
ers to worry about. 

Gas now averages more than 
$3.50 a gallon in almost ev¬ 
ery state, and food keeps 
getting more expensive. But 
“jobs rule, and that is what 
is determining the underly¬ 
ing strength,” said Michael P. 
Niemira, chief economist at 
the International Council of 
Shopping Centers. 

Other factors worked against 
stores. 

The earthquake, tsunami and 
nuclear crises in Japan took 
a toll on Gap Inc., which has 
more than 150 stores there. 
It reported a decline that 
was worse than expected 
and warned of disappointing 
earnings. Clothing sellers are 
starting to raise prices to off¬ 
set soaring costs for labor in 
China and for raw materials 
like cotton. □ 



A man uses Samsung 
Electronics’ Galaxy Tab at a 
showroom of the headquarters 
in Seoul, South Korea, 
Thursday, April 7, 2011. 
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Samsung Electronics suffers fall in IQ earnings 


KELLY OLSEN 
AP Business Writer 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — Samsung 
Electronics has suffered a sharp fall in first 
quarter earnings, hit by weakness in its liquid 
crystal display business and price competi¬ 
tion in tablet computers. 

The manufacturer of the Galaxy S smart¬ 
phone and Galaxy Tab tablet said Thursday 
operating profit for the first three months of 
2011 will fall to between 2.7 trillion won and 
3.1 trillion won ($2.85 billion) from 4.41 tril¬ 
lion won a year earlier. It will release a full 
earnings report at the end of the month. 
Consolidated revenue for the three months 
ended March 31 is expected at between 36 
trillion won and 38 trillion won. The Suwon, 


South Korea-based company recorded sales 
of 34.64 trillion won in the same period last 
year. 

Samsung Electronics Co., the world’s larg¬ 
est manufacturer of flat screen televisions, 
computer memory chips and liquid crystal 
displays is coming off a stellar 2010 when 
it recorded record annual sales, operating 
profit and net profit. The company ranks No. 
2 globally in mobile phones behind Finland’s 
Nokia Corp. 

The South Korean technology giant warned 
in January when releasing annual results for 
last year that the outlook for 2011 was un¬ 
certain as weak pricing for components and 
consumer electronics products that hurt prof¬ 
itability in the fourth quarter were likely to 


continue. 

The company gave no reason for the expect¬ 
ed first-quarter results and plans to release 
details when it announces earnings at the end 
of this month, according to spokesman Nam 
Ki-yung. 

Lee Min-hee, an analyst at Dongbu Secu¬ 
rities, said that weakness in LCDs was the 
main factor for Samsung’s first quarter profit 
performance, citing weaker demand from 
manufacturers of TV sets and laptop comput¬ 
ers, the latter a result of consumers switching 
to tablet devices. 

He also said that profitability for the com¬ 
pany’s Galaxy Tab suffered “due to severe 
price competition” with Cupertino, Califor¬ 
nia-based Apple Inc.’s iPad.Q 
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GE to build largest 
U.S. solar power plant 



In this Dec. 2, 2008 file photo, a General Electric (GE) sign is 
displayed at Western Appliance store in Mountain View, Calif. 
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JONATHAN FAHEY 
AP Energy Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) GE is 
taking aim at the world’s big¬ 
gest solar company in a bid to 
expand into a fast-growing re¬ 
newable energy market. 
General Electric Co. an¬ 
nounced Thursday that it 
would spend $600 million 
to build the nation’s biggest 
solar panel factory. It would 
build the same type of so- 
called thin film solar panels 
manufactured by First Solar 
Inc., the biggest producer of 
solar panels in the world. 

GE also announced Thursday 
that testing by a government 
laboratory showed that its 
panels set an efficiency record 
for this type of thin film pan¬ 
el, made from the elements 
cadmium and tellurium. 

“It’s demonstrated to be the 
cost leader in the marketplace 
and we think we can push 
costs lower, and faster,” said 
Vic Abate, vice president for 
GE’s renewable energy busi¬ 
ness. 

The company did not say 
where the factory would be 
built. Abate said it would 
eventually employ 400 peo¬ 
ple and be producing panels 


by 2013. The plant would 
have the capacity to build 400 
megawatts worth of panels per 
year, enough to power about 
80,000 homes. 

By comparison, First Solar 
will have 2,300 MW of capac¬ 
ity by the end of this year. 
Still, analysts say GE’s size, 
manufacturing experience, 
and ability to invest heavily 
in technology and to finance 
projects is sure to eventually 
pressure First Solar and other 
solar makers. 


“There’s no way to not look 
at this as a severe competitive 
threat,” said Aaron Chew, an 
analyst at Hapoalim Securities 
in New York. 

Several large Korean com¬ 
panies — Samsung, Hyundai 
Heavy Industries, LG Display, 
and LG Electronics — have 
also indicated they plan to in¬ 
vest in solar. 

“The big boys are entering the 
space and it doesn’t bode well 
for the smaller players,” Chew 
said.Q 


AP source: Google, gov’t near deal on travel buy 


JOELLE TESSLER 
AP Technology Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Google Inc. could 
receive government clearance as early as 
Friday to purchase airline fare tracker ITA 
Software in a $700 million deal that could 
make the search leader the hub of online 
travel, according to a person with knowledge 
of the matter. Although talks are ongoing and 
could still fall apart, Google appears close 
to a deal with the Justice Department on an 
agreement that would let it buy ITA. Google 
must accept government conditions to protect 
other companies in the travel industry, the 
person said. The person was not authorized to 
discuss the review and spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

The government review of the deal has 
been seen as a test of how aggressively U.S. 
antitrust regulators intend to police Google as 
the company uses the wealth and influence 
gained from its dominance in Internet search 
to expand into other markets. 

The acquisition would give Google control 


over software that powers the reservation 
systems of most major U.S. airlines and many 
popular online fare-comparison services, 
including Kayak, TripAdvisor and Hotwire. 
Google has said it wants to use ITA to 
improve its search results for travel — giving 
consumers more choices and better ways to 
search for plane tickets. That would enable 
the company to command higher ad rates 
from airlines, hotels, rental car agencies and 
other leisure services. 

Rivals fear that Google could use ITA to 
build its own online travel service and then 
use its control over Internet search to steer 
consumers to that service while burying 
competing sites further down in its search 
rankings. The person said Justice Department 
officials might subject Google to government 
oversight to ensure that the company does not 
favor its own travel products and services in 
its search results. 

Such a condition would go to the heart 
of broader antitrust concerns surrounding 
Google as it enters new markets. □ 
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Box Office Preview: 


‘Hop’on top again 



In this film publicity image released by Universal Pictures, E.B., 
the teenage son of the Easter Bunny, voiced by Russell Brand, is 
shown in a scene from ‘Hop. 

By PAUL DERG 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - Universal’s animated “Hop” had a much-bet- 
ter-than-expected $37.5 million debut last weekend at the na¬ 
tion’s theaters and should be the first film this year to repeat at 
the top of the chart, munching on a gross in the low to mid $20 
million range. 

Russell Brand is the voice of “Hop’s” E.B., the wannabe rock- 
star son of the Easter Bunny. He could also be the king of the 
box office if he manages a one-two finish this weekend as the 
star of the debuting “Arthur.” The Warner Bros.’ remake of the 
massively successful Dudley Moore classic is expected to earn 
about $15 million. As the drunken and spoiled rich kid, Brand 
is the perfect choice to take over the title role, and Helen Mirren 
elevates the proceedings with a new twist on John Gielgud’s 
Hobson. 

Both the family audience and comedy fans are therefore cov¬ 
ered this weekend, so “Hanna” from Focus Features will fill the 
action bill with a take-no-prisoners thriller that features Saoirse 
Ronan in the title role as a 16-year-old assassin. Channeling the 
spirit of such female-based action films as “La Femme Nikita” 
and “The Professional,” “Hanna” should draw both men and 
women to the multiplex with a gross in the low to mid teens. 
Two more newcomers are expected to round out the top five: 
Universal’s R-rated comedy “Your Highness,” starring Danny 
McBride and James Franco, presents brotherly rivalry in the 
days of knights and maidens and should gross in the low teens. 
Sony’s inspirational “Soul Surfer” tells the true story of teenage 
champion surfer Bethany Hamilton (AnnaSophia Robb) and her 
incredible recovery from a disfiguring shark attack. □ 


With new album 

Rapper Wiz Khalifa surges to fame 


By JONATHAN LAND 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA - With a blond 
streak running up his un¬ 
combed Afro, rapper Wiz 
Khalifa leans back in his chair 
seemingly without a care in 
the world, as the aroma of 
marijuana rises from his gray 
sweater. 

This is a snapshot of rap’s 
newest sensation. 

“Weed is just my thing,” says 
the 23-year-old, whose latest 
album, “Rolling Papers,” de¬ 
buted this week at No. 2 on 
the album charts with more 
than 198,000 copies sold, 
putting him right behind Brit¬ 
ney Spears. 

“I smoke because that’s 
where my mind belongs. It’s 
better for me. I hear music 
clearer and differently. It 
makes my writing much more 
enjoyable. 

At the end of the day, I don’t 
depend on it. I’m just one of 
those people who like to be 
high all the time.” 

Some say the 6-foot-4 Khal¬ 
ifa, who skyrocketed up the 
charts with his omnipresent 
hit “Black and Yellow,” re¬ 
minds them of a younger ver¬ 
sion of Snoop Dogg, a rapper 
he idolizes. They’re both tall 
and lanky; they also have a 
fondness for marijuana with 
carefree attitudes. The older 
rapper has taken Khalifa un¬ 
der his wing, and they’ve 
even recorded together. 

“He’s sort of taken some 
inspiration from Snoop as 
this lovable pothead kind of 



In this undated publicity image 
released by Atlantic Records, 
rapper Wiz Khalifa is shown. 


dude,” says Elliott Wilson, 
founder of the hip-hop web¬ 
site RapRadar.com. “He gives 
off good energy. He laughs a 
lot and cackles on the track. 
He seems like a personable 
dude. He’s already built his 
core audience and now he’s 
trying to reach a different au¬ 
dience, too and bring them 
into the party.” 

Khalifa was born in North Da¬ 
kota and grew up as a military 
kid, living in different coun¬ 
tries from Japan to Germany 
before putting down his roots 
in the blue-collar city of Pitts¬ 
burgh. 

Khalifa says living in different 
countries gave him a broader 
perspective of the world’s var¬ 
ious cultures. 

“It helped me (learn) how to 
deal with different people, be¬ 
ing able to interact with other 
kids,” he says. “Just having 
those different walks of life, 
from living on base then in the 


city and real world. It gives 
you a better understanding of 
how people’s minds work.” 
Pittsburgh is where Khalifa 
honed his creativity as a song¬ 
writer, realizing his ability to 
soundly mesh rap and singing 
together. 

“I feel like the best way to 
stay in somebody’s head is 
singing,” he says. “Music 
is instruments. I just really 
pulled from what’s inside the 
music and (that’s how I) find 
my melodies.” 

Khalifa built a strong grass¬ 
roots fan base through a se¬ 
ries of mixtapes, earning him 
a deal with Warner Bros, in 
2007, with his debut song, 
“Say Yeah,” which reached 
No. 20 on Billboard’s Hot 
Rap Tracks. But he and the 
label parted ways two years 
later after his album was de¬ 
layed on several occasions. 
But Khalifa bounced back 
soon after by bolstering his 
name through Twitter. He re¬ 
leased his mixtape “Kush & 
Orange Juice” to download 
for free, creating a buzz that 
became the No. 1 trending 
topic the entire day on the so¬ 
cial networking site. That led 
him into a new deal with At¬ 
lantic Records. 

“He was one of the early peo¬ 
ple to take advantage of that 
wave,” says DJ Drama, who’s 
known for his compilation of 
mixtapes. “I came up in an 
era where you sent boatloads 
of CDs to stores. But for him, 
Wiz made his own campaign 
going that direction.’Q 



Songwriter Linda Perry poses 
for a portrait in Los Angeles. 


Producer gives performing 2nd try with a new band 


By NEKESAMUMBI 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK - Linda Perry is still trying 
to get used to being an artist again. 

After spending more than a decade com¬ 
fortably in the background as the uber- 
producer and songwriter behin hits for 
Pink, Christina Aguilera, Gwen Stefani 
and others, she’s now fronting the duo 
Deep Dark Robot. 

She hadn’t made a video in 15 years, and 
she’s still warming up to the idea of doing 
interviews. When booking the tour for her 
new band, she asked for the smallest ven¬ 
ues. But the 45-year-old Perry is clearly 
relishing her second chance in front of the 
microphone. 


“I want to be an artist in this. What hap¬ 
pens next year, I don’t know, but this 
year, I want to focus on it because I need 
a break from the studio, I need to be out¬ 
side,” Perry said during a recent interview 
in a New York restaurant. “I need to be 
talking to people. I’ve been cooped up for 
a very long time, and I’m a big person¬ 
ality.” Everything about Perry screams 
rock star, from her tousled brunette hair 
to the tattoos that adorn her body and 
even her face, to her blunt, occasionally 
coarse talk. But she’s lived the rock-star 
life from the background as the person 
behind songs like Aguilera’s “Beautiful” 
and Pink’s “Get the Party Started.” 

She did have a taste of pop success as the 


leader of the '90s group 4 Non Blondes. 
But the group was a one-hit wonder, 
never duplicating the success of “What’s 
Up,” and later disbanded. 

Perry then flirted with a solo career. But 
she truly flourished when a young singer 
named Alecia Moore sought her out. The 
result was her work on Pink’s break¬ 
through album, “Missundaztood.” 
“Alecia gave me like my big break. I was 
more interested in producing, not song¬ 
writing ... but I write music. I mean, that’s 
just what I do,” she said. 

Perry went on to write for Aguilera 
(“Beautiful”), Stefani (“What Are 
You Waiting For”) and Alicia Keys 
(“Superwoman”). Q 
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Jackson doc lawyers try 
to limit what jurors hear 


By LINDA DEUTSCH 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - Attorneys 
for the doctor charged in Mi¬ 
chael Jackson’s death are ask¬ 
ing a judge to prevent pros¬ 
ecutors from telling jurors 
details about the physician’s 
personal life, including his 
unpaid debts, child support 
obligations and extramarital 
affairs. 

The filings by lawyers for 
Dr. Conrad Murray state the 
details are unnecessary and 
would unfairly prejudice a 
jury against the doctor. 
Prosecutors called three of the 
doctor’s mistresses during a 
preliminary hearing earlier 
this year. 

Murray’s attorneys filed six 
motions this week seeking to 
exclude information from an 
upcoming involuntary man¬ 
slaughter trial. 

The motions also seek to keep 
prosecutors from introducing 
autopsy photos of Jackson, 
claiming that showing them 
in open court would “inflame 
the passions of the jury.” 
Murray has pleaded not guilty 
to involuntary manslaughter 
in Jackson’s June 2009 death. 
Prospective jurors in the trial 
of Michael Jackson’s doc¬ 
tor have disclosed in writing 
their views about prescription 
drugs, doctors, celebrities in 
court and the life and death of 
the entertainer. 

The 29-page jury question¬ 
naire released Thursday ex¬ 
plores whether prospective 
jurors are fans of the pop 
singer, attended his concerts 
or memorial service, bought 
his records and whether they 
saw his posthumous concert 
film, “This is It.” 

The prospects were asked to 
disclose their positive or neg¬ 
ative feelings about Jackson 
and Dr. Conrad Murray, who 
is charged with involuntary 
manslaughter in Jackson’s 
death. They were also asked 
their knowledge of drugs al¬ 
legedly taken by Jackson. 

A total of 170 people who 
said they can serve on the 
two-month trial filled out the 
questionnaires and will return 
May 4 for in person quizzing. 


Blockbuster takeover bid 
by Dish wins judge’s OK 



Singer Micheal Jackson. 

Superior Court Judge Mi¬ 
chael Pastor, who has al¬ 
ready screened 340 prospects 
and cleared 147 of those for 
availability, summoned the 
third panel of potential jurors 
to make sure there will be 
enough people to choose from 
when in-depth questioning be¬ 
gins next month. Ultimately, 

12 jurors and six alternates 
will be chosen. Pastor has set 
opening statements for May 9. 

Murray was introduced Thurs¬ 
day to prospective jurors, 
along with lawyers. 

On Wednesday, defense law¬ 
yers disclosed a new compo¬ 
nent of their case a claim that 
Jackson was on the brink of 
financial ruin and feared he 


would be unable to fulfill his 
commitment to a concert tour 
because of severe insomnia. 
Attorney Edward Chemoff 
posed the theory that Jackson 
was so distraught over his in¬ 
ability to sleep that he took 
“desperate measures.” 

Defense lawyers previously 
suggested the pop star might 
have self-administered an 
overdose of the anesthetic 
propofol while Murray was 
away from his side. 

While seeking access to Jack¬ 
son’s financial records, Cher- 
noff added that the singer was 
in anguish over his financial 
situation and faced ruin if he 
failed to perform during the 
upcoming tour. □ 


NEW YORK - Satellite tele¬ 
vision company Dish Net¬ 
work Corp can go ahead with 
its $320 million purchase of 
Blockbuster Inc, a bankruptcy 
judge ruled on Thursday. 
Judge Burton Lifland’s ap¬ 
proval gives Dish, led by 
billionaire Charlie Ergen, 
control of the one-time video 
rental leader’s 1,700 stores 
— new ways to market Dish’s 
services. 

Dish put in the winning bid 
for Blockbuster at an auction 
earlier this week at the U.S. 
bankruptcy court in Manhat¬ 
tan. 

The company beat out activ¬ 
ist investor Carl Icahn, South 
Korea’s SK Telecom Co and 
a group of hedge funds led by 
Monarch Alternative Capital 
LP. 

Proceeds of the sale will help 
pay off Blockbuster creditors 
who are collectively owed 
more than $1 billion. These 
creditors include Icahn, other 
bondholders and movie stu¬ 
dios, among others. 
Blockbuster’s assets include 
stores, customer lists and 
rights to stream movies over 
the Internet. 

Jim Keyes, Blockbuster’s 
chief executive, said after 
Thursday’s court hearing that 
he was pleased with the sale, 


Lawsuit cites $60,000 of borrowed jewelry 

Paris won’t return borrowed jewels 


By Ben Berkowitz 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK - Paris Hilton is 
holding $60,000 of jewelry 
that does not belong to her 
and should give it back, a new 
lawsuit contends. 

A German insurer, Allianz SE, 
has sued the celebrity social¬ 
ite and heiress to the Hilton 
Hotels fortune, saying she has 
ignored several attempts to re¬ 
cover the borrowed jewels. 
According to an April 6 com¬ 
plaint filed in a New York 
state court, Hilton borrowed 
the jewelry in 2007 from the 
Manhattan jeweler Damiani, 
promising to store it in a safe 
or vault when she was not us¬ 
ing it. 

But Allianz said the gems sat 



Paris Hilton 

unguarded on a closet shelf 
in Hilton’s unlocked Los An¬ 
geles mansion when they and 
some $2.7 million worth of 
other jewelry were stolen in a 
December 19, 2008, burglary 
while Hilton attended a Hol¬ 
lywood party. 


Allianz said Los Angeles po¬ 
lice found and returned the 
jewelry to Hilton after it had 
already paid Damiani’s claim 
under an insurance policy. 

It said it began asking Hilton 
and two eponymously named 
companies she controls to 
return the jewelry, but that 
phone calls and email mes¬ 
sages have been ignored. 
Allianz’s lawsuit accuses Hil¬ 
ton of negligence and breach 
of contract. 

A Hilton spokeswoman said 
the lawsuit was “not based on 
fact,” and that none of Hil¬ 
ton’s representatives ever told 
Allianz that the stolen Dami¬ 
ani jewelry had been returned. 
“Only costume jewelry was 
recovered,” she said. □ 



The Blockbuster movie rental 
store is open for business in the 
Denver suburb of Broomfield, 
Colorado. 

especially because Dish has 
said it plans to keep Block¬ 
buster operating. 

Speaking to reporters, Keyes 
declined to say how many 
stores will remain open but 
said he expects Dish to as¬ 
sume a significant number of 
leases.□ 

in Moscow 

Faberge eggs, 
marble 
sausage 
go on display 

By Nastassia Astrash 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW - Six Faberge eggs 
crown an exhibit of gem and 
stone treasures covering 150 
years of Russian history in an 
exhibit opening at the Krem¬ 
lin, which aims to lure back 
interest in art from the moth¬ 
erland. 

The 10-cm tall bejeweled 
eggs, some containing tiny 
gold ships, go on display be¬ 
side a marble sausage made 
in the 1930s-40s, evoking the 
hungry years of the Soviet era. 
“All of the works at this ex¬ 
hibit are historical, represent¬ 
ing the lifestyles of certain 
periods in Russia,” Tatiana 
Muntian, curator of the Fa¬ 
berge Collection, told report¬ 
ers in a bell tower chamber 
within the Kremlin Museums. 
Faberge-designed gem flow¬ 
ers that once adorned royal 
cloaks, mini sculptures of sol¬ 
diers who served under 18th 
century Tsarina Catherine the 
Great and an ashtray in the 
shape of a hammer and sick¬ 
le all feature at the exhibit, 
which has items from 17 Rus¬ 
sian museums as well as pri¬ 
vate collectors. □ 
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Conceptis Sudoku 


Mutts 

Do You Vl'ifl CALLING 
WANT V A''RAIN 
p To oK OUT. 

" > f%: 
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THEN I'W 
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6 Chix 



Blondie 





Mother Goose & Grimm 
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COULD VOU 
HURRV UP? WE'RE 
MISSIN© "JERSEY 
SHORE." 



Baby Blues 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 4 /° 8 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Dodgers and 
Yankees 
6 Actor Garrett 
10 Farmer’s 
harvest 

14 Come apart, as 
a strand of yarn 

15 Days of_; 
distant past 

16 Stereo of the 
1960s 

17 Out of the way 

18 Peru’s capital 

19 Poker bet 

20 Antiquated 
22 Bigger 

24 Declare openly 

25 Homilies 

26 _ ground; 
made progress 

29 “Thanks, 
Pierre!” 

30 Sit-up targets, 
for short 

31 Jean Claude- 
Killyor Phil 
Mahre 

33 Bite to eat 
37 Boldness 
39 Cancel 

41 Sticky stuff 

42 Shoplift 
44 Fess up 

46 “Roses _ red, 
violets...” 

47 Adolescents 
49 Blood vein 

or artery 
51 Hot pepper 

54 Rope fiber 

55 Chairman’s 
outline 

56 Astonishment 

60 Longest river 

61 Boston _ 
chowder 

63 Duck with fine, 
soft down 

64 well that 
ends well!” 

65 Polynesian 
carved image 

66 Direct; guide 

67 Not as much 

68 Bit of grain 

69 In _; weeping 


DOWN 

1 Trolley car 

2 At _; relaxed 

3 Zealous 

4 Street divider 

5 Blouse parts 

6 Club rule 

7 Stir up 

8 Upper limb 

9 Card distributor 

10 Charismatic 

11 One of the 
Beatles 

12 Frequently 

13 Landing places 
21 Screwdriver 

ingredient 
23 Rainbows, e.g. 

25 Watery part of 
the blood 

26 Chokes 

27 As blind as _ 

28 _ of Wight 

29 Repairs 
32 Crazy 

34 “Woe is me!” 

35 Heal 

36 _ over; faint 
38 Tardiness 


40 Very large 
glandular organ 
43 Give for a time 
45 Violent storm 
48 Makes into law 

50 Lemon-lime 
beverage 

51 Suez or Erie 

52 Graceful; spry 


53 Shouts 

54 Like muggy 
weather 

56 “For heaven’s 

57 Thought 

58 Fortune-teller 

59 Is mistaken 
62 Falsehood 


©2011 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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VACATIONS. N.V. 


TROPICANA ARUBA 

RESORT & CASINO 

WKs 51,52 1BR 
Sale $4,000, Rent $800 
WKs 1 thru 15 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $800 
WKs 16 thru 50 1BR 
Sale $2,000, Rent $650 

ARUBA BEACH CLUB 

Wk 50, 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 

CASA DEL MAR 

Wk 36, Ambassador 
Sale $4,500, Rent $600 

DIVI PHOENIX 

Wk 8 Studio 
Wk 9 1BR 

LA QUINTA 
BEACH RESORT 

WK 37, 1BR Sale 
$3,000, Rent $600 
WK 47, 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 

PARADISE 
BEACH VILLAS 

WK 1, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK 2, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK 4, $12,995 2BR Pool 
Wk 5 $11,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 6 $11,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 8 $9,000 1BR Garden* 
Wk 8 $12,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 9 $8,500 1BR Garden* 
Wk 9 $12,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 10, $6,500 1BR Garden 
Wk 10, $9,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 14, $13,000 2BR Pool* 
Wk 24 $1,860 Studio 
Wk 19, 3,15 1BR Garden 
Wk 20, $4,200 1BR Pool 
Wk 31 $1,920 1BR 
(Even Yr.) 

Wk 32 $7,200 2BR Pool 
Wk 38 $6,600 2BR Pool 
Wk 42 $4,500 1BR Pool 
Wk 45 $11,000 2 BR Pool* 

OCCIDENTAL 

WKs 2-17, $16,000 
1BR OF Supreme Float 


MORE WEEKS AVAILABLE 
FOR RENT OR SALE 

Please call 748-9909 
arubadreamvacations 


(5>hotmail.com 



Affordable 

and 

Effective 


US$8.50 (AWG. 15.00) for 3 (three) days with a maximum of 30 words. We accept submissions until 5pm (Monday - Friday). 
Email: classifieds@arubatoday.com Credit Cards Acceptahle. We would he happy fo email you our credit card form. 


For Sale 

At Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum plus Presidents wk 7 
(one of the most desirable 
wks) 2 bedroom ocean view 
villa sleeps 8 

Marriott currently selling this 
wk for $67,000. My sale price 
$35,000 

E-mail: amqacp@optonline.net 

or call 516-458-8019 


At Casa del Mar Resort 

2 bedroom timeshare with 
balcony 4th floor ocean 
view wk 14+15 
$27,500 for both wks. 
e-mail: swuff@charter.net 
Phone:8106293188 
USA 

1907 

At Casa del Mar 

Presidential 2 bdr / 2bath 
wk39 - 1411 $6800 
wk41 - 1505 $9000 
wk42- 1419 $9000 
murielhyer@aol.com 

Tel: 1-631-360-1695 


let 582-7800 
Fat 582-7044 


always your best option 


IVlcariott Ocean Club 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean front 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 
2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

2 Bedroom Ocean Front 

Marriott Surf Club 
2Bedroom Platinum Garden View 
2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 
2Bedroom Platinum Ocean Side 

2 Bedroom Platinum Ocean Front 

3 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

La Cabana Beach And Raquet Club 
1 Br wk 13 Room 342 Pool/ocean view 
1 bedroom wk 15 room 241 A Ocean view 
1 Br wk 1 4 Room 340 C pool/ocean view 
Studio wk 12 Room 444B Pool/Ocean View 
Studio wk 16 room 106B pool/ocean 

Divi Phoenix Beach Resort 
1 Br wk 1 1 Room 805 Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 2 Room 1101 Ocean View 
2Br wk 13/14 Room 306 Pool Ocean View 
4tudio wk 14 room 504 ocean view 
Studio wk 15 room 404 ocean view 
Studio wk 15 room 403 ocean view 

Occidental Resort 
2Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 
3Br wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

Playa Linda Beach Resort 
2Br wk 13 Room 632 Pool Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 3 Room 344 Ocean View 

Dutch Village 

Studio wk 13 Room 119 Pool/View 

Rardise Beach Villas 

2Br wk 15 room 301 pool/ocean $8500 

Amsterdam Manor 

2Br wk 1/52 whole year room 213 

Renaissance Siutes 

1 Br wk 1 3 Room 2521 Pool/Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 3 Room 2137 Pool/Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 6 Room 2550 Ocean Front 

The IVlill Resort 

2Br wk 14 room 234 B/C pool/view 

Riu Palace 

1 Br wk 1 4 room 348 pool/ocean view 
1 br wk 1 4 room 368 Pool/Ocean view 
1 Br wk 1 5 Room 542 Pool/Ocean View 

La Qiunta Beach Resort 

1 Br wk 1 1 room 111 Pool/Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 4 Room 1 03 pool/ocean View 

Tiera Del sol 

House 2Bedroom 2Bath. Big Gorge Big Patio Full Airco 
Water Heather 


$17000 

$13000 

$20000 

$27000 

$17500 

$20000 

$22000 

$30000 

$36000 

$8500 

$6000 

$8500 

$6500 

$6000 


$7000 
$9000 
$13000each. 

$6000 

$6000 

$6000 

$22000 

$50000 

$23000 

$15000 

$5000 


$550000 

$9500 

$9500 

$9000 

$8000 

$6000 

$6000 

$6000 

$7000 

$7000 


$531000 



Hasselhoff In deep’ with factory worker 


BERLIN - “Baywatch” and 
“Knightrider” star David 
Hasselhoff said Thursday he 
was in “deep like” with his 
new girlfriend, reportedly a 
Welsh factory worker and 
part-time model 27 years his 
junior. 

“You know, I don’t know 
that I’m in love yet but I’m 
in deep like,” the 58-year- 
old told the Bild daily in 
Germany, where he is high¬ 
ly popular and currently 
promoting a new album. 
“It’s a very kind of private 
time for us and we’ll see 
what happens. But we’re in 
deep like... I want one solid 
partner to share my life with. 
That would be a dream.” 
Reports said that he has been 
dating Hayley Roberts, 31, 
for three months, and “The 
Hoff’, as he is nicknamed, 
has become a regular visitor 
at her mother’s home near 
Swansea. 
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“Baywatch” and “Knightrider” star David Hasselhoff said he 
was in “deep like” with his new girlfriend. 


Hasselhoff also spoke of his 
great affinity for Germany 
ever since he famously per¬ 
formed his hit song “Look¬ 
ing for Freedom” in front of 
half a million people in 1989 
just weeks after the fall of 
the Berlin Wall. 

The “Britain’s got talent” 
star has a large and loyal fan 


base in Germany as a result, 
with “Looking for Freedom” 
topping the charts for weeks 
and the album of the same 
name the country’s top sell¬ 
ing record in 1989. 

“People come up to me and 
say, ‘Hi, you’re the man who 
sang about freedom’,” Has¬ 
selhoff told Bild. □ 


Doctor on duty 

I M FI I H ( M 

DIA 8 APRIL 

Dr. Anthony 

r 1 J DIA 9 APRIL 

Dr. Horenbeeck 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Trupiaal N.V. Tel: 583-8560 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


San Lucas N.V Tel: 584-4830 



Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 


Emergency 
Police 
Fire Dept. 

Fire Dept. II 
Police Tipline 
Hospital 





Oranjestad 


Ambulance 

Police 


582-1234 

582-4000 


San Nicolas 


Ambulance 

Police station 

BGD San Nicolas 
Valero Security 

584-5050 

584-5000 

584-1606 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 


Cruise Ship 

10 April Winstar 
10 Emerald Princess 



Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 
American AirlinesTel: 582-2700 


Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 


Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 


Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

V enezolana _ Tel: 583-767 4 

Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba (fada) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 
Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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™ I SCIENCE 



Space telescopes observe uousual cosmic blast 


3-2-1-blastoff to space 
shuttles’ last destination 



This image made available by the Kennedy Space Center on Dec. 
15,2010 shows an initial concept design for a proposed space shut¬ 
tle exhibit in Cape Canaveral, Fla. Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — As¬ 
tronomers are puzzling over 
an extraordinary cosmic blast 
in a distant galaxy. 

The gamma-ray explosion 
was observed on March 28 by 
NASA’s Swift satellite. Flar¬ 
ing from such an event usually 
lasts a couple of hours. 
Scientists say this blast is 
unusual because the effects 
are long-lasting. More than 
a week later, they continue 
to see high-energy radia¬ 
tion spiking and fading at the 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— South Korea’s Unification 
Ministry says experts from the 
two Koreas will meet again for 
rare talks about research into 
an active volcano touted in the 
North as leader Kim Jong Il’s 
birthplace. 

The countries’ geologists and 
volcanologists met last week 
and agreed on the need for 
joint research into the North’s 
Mount Paektu, though they 
didn’t map out details. 


source. 

The burst probably was caused 
by a star that was ripped apart 
after drifting too close to a su- 
permassive black hole. 

Since the explosion, the 
Hubble Space Telescope and 
Chandra X-ray Observatory 
have focused on the aftermath. 
Hubble will observe whether 
the galaxy’s core changes 
brightness in the coming days. 
The galaxy is 3.8 billion light 
years from Earth. A light year 
is about 6 trillion miles. □ 


The talks came amid worries 
over natural disasters after Ja¬ 
pan’s earthquake and tsunami 
last month. 

Seoul’s Unification Minis¬ 
try says North Korea agreed 
Thursday to hold the second 
round of talks next Tuesday at 
the North Korean border town 
of Kaesong. 

The talks may be an attempt 
by the North to improve 
strained ties between the di¬ 
vided Koreas. □ 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. - 
As the 30th anniversary of 
the first space shuttle launch 
draws near, the focus is not so 
much on the past but the fu¬ 
ture: Where will the shuttles 
wind up once the program 
winds down? 

Twenty-one museums and 
science and visitor centers 
around the country are vying 
for one of NASA’s three retir¬ 
ing spaceships. They’ll find 
out Tuesday on the 30th anni¬ 
versary of Columbia’s maiden 
voyage. 

Snagging Discovery, Atlan¬ 
tis or Endeavour for display 
doesn’t come cheap. NASA 
puts the tab at $28.8 million. 
Consider that a bargain. Early 
last year, NASA dropped the 
price from $42 million. 

One space shuttle is already 
spoken for — the Smithson¬ 
ian Institution is getting Dis¬ 
covery, NASA’s oldest and 
most traveled shuttle that end¬ 
ed its flying career last month. 
It will go to the National Air 
and Space Museum’s hangar 
in Virginia and take the place 
of Enterprise, the shuttle pro¬ 
totype used for tests in the late 
1970s. 

That frees up Enterprise for 
another museum, so there will 


be three other winners — a 
l-in-7 chance. 

NASA Administrator Charles 
Bolden Jr., a former shuttle 
commander, is making the fi¬ 
nal decision, with input from 
a committee. He’ll announce 
the winners Tuesday while 
marking the 30-year anniver¬ 
sary at Kennedy Space Cen¬ 
ter, NASA’s launch and land¬ 
ing site, and the front-runner 
in the nab-a-shuttle race. 

The festivities could end up 
being delayed if the federal 
government shuts down. 

As the big day looms, shuttle 
suitors are getting anxious 
and pulling out all the stops. 
Even the prime contender, the 
Kennedy Space Center Visi¬ 
tor Complex, is jittery despite 
its “knock your socks off’ 


endorsement from NASA’s 
shuttle launch director. The 
commercially run tourist site 
wants to suspend the shuttle 
over visitors, with the pay- 
load bay doors wide open as 
if in orbit and the robot arm 
outstretched. 

“We’re extraordinarily ner¬ 
vous. We don’t sleep much 
these days,” Bill Moore, chief 
operating officer for the visi¬ 
tor complex, said this week. 
“Three of anything in the 
world, it’s going to get aw¬ 
fully competitive. And three 
of the shuttles, I think, even 
raises the bar.” 

NASA originally had four 
space shuttles. Challenger 
was destroyed during liftoff 
in 1986, and Endeavour was 
built as a replacement. Then 
Columbia was lost in 2003. 
Columbia was the first to fly 
on April 12, 1981, 20 years 
to the day that Soviet cosmo¬ 
naut Yuri Gagarin became the 
world’s first spaceman. Tues¬ 
day will mark the 50th anni¬ 
versary of his flight. 
Endeavour is set to soar late 
this month, and Atlantis will 
close out the shuttle program 
with a summer liftoff. Q 
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MASSAGE FANTASY 
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• Service 24 hours 
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Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 
A 3 hour Tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine. 
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Elllll y Colombia llegan a acuerdo sobre TIC 


ESTADO UNIDOS (AP)- Estados Unidos y Colom¬ 
bia lograron un acuerdo que permitiria la aprobacion 
del tratado comercial entre ambos paises en el legis¬ 
lative, lo cual genero criticas de sindicatos e insisten- 
cias republicanas de que el Congreso lo reciba antes 
del 1 de julio junto a los de Panama y Corea del Sur. 
El representante comercial estadounidense Ron Kirk 
declaro el miercoles que el acuerdo se logro al Co¬ 
lombia acceder a incrementar las protecciones a los 
derechos laborales, tema que habia mantenido es- 
tancado el acuerdo comercial en el Congreso desde 
2006. 

El senador republicano Orrin Hatch declaro que su 
bancada seguira reteniendo la aprobacion del nuevo 
secretario de Comercio hasta que no lleguen al con¬ 
greso los tratados comerciales de Colombia, Panama 
y Corea de Sur, “separados pero al mismo tiempo 
para que podamos trabajarlos de manera expedita”. 
El presidente del comite de medios y arbitrios de 
la camara baja, el republicano Dave Camp, insistio 
en un comunicado que el gobierno de Obama debe 
enviar los tres tratados con la anticipacion suficiente 
para que el Congreso pueda aprobarlos antes del 1 


de julio. 

El tambien senador Rob Portman dijo que solo con- 
sideraran la renovacion del sistema general de pref- 
erencias arancelarias, las preferencias arancelarias 
para los paises andinos y la ley de ajuste comercial 
(TAA por sus siglas en ingles) una vez que lleguen 
los tres tratados al congreso. 

Sin embargo, Kirk dijo que su despacho nunca se ha 
planteado que el legislativo someta a votacion los 
tres tratados a la vez. 


El presidente colombiano Juan Manuel Santos 
se reunio con su colega estadounidense Barack 
Obama el jueves en Washington para formalizar 
el acuerdo, que cuenta con apoyo de ambos par- 
tidos en el Congreso estadounidense. 


Kirk describio el acuerdo como un “plan de accion”, 
el cual incluye fechas que el gobierno colombiano 
debe cumplir en la aplicacion de medidas que for- 
talezcan la proteccion de derechos laborales, la pre- 
vencion de violencia contra lideres sindicales y com- 
batan la impunidad de los crimenes cometidos. 
Agrego tambien espera que el acuerdo sirva para 


definir la politica comercial estadounidense de 
manera mas amplia, con la renovacion de estas leyes 
vencidas en diciembre. 

El asesor adjunto para la presidencia en seguridad 
nacional, Mike Froman, invito durante la confer¬ 
ence telefonica a organizaciones sindicales y algu- 
nos democratas en la camara baja a reconsiderar su 
oposicion al acuerdo ahora que se ha logrado este 
plan de accion. El sector sindical tiene una estrecha 
relacion y ha ejercido tradicionalmente una gran 
influencia en el partido democrata del presidente 
Obama. 

Segun el acuerdo con Colombia, 80% de las exporta- 
ciones estadounidenses al pais sudamericano estaran 
libre de impuestos, y los aranceles restantes desapa- 
receran durante los proximos 10 anos. Mas de la mi- 
tad de las exportaciones agricolas estadounidenses a 
Colombia tambien seran libre de impuestos, y casi 
todos los aranceles desapareceran en 15 anos. 

El pacto final aumentaria las exportaciones estadoun¬ 
idenses a Colombia por encima de 1.000 millones de 
dolares al ano y podria generar miles de empleos en 
Estados Unidos. □ 


Principals candidates para la presidencia en Peru 



El candidato presidente Ollanta Humala, saluda a sus simpatizantes durante su 
campana politica en Arequipa, Peru, el jueves 7 de abril, 2011. (AP Photo/Silvia 
Izquierdo) 


PERU (AP)- A continuacion las fi- 
chas biograficas de los cuatro princi¬ 
pals candidatos presidenciales para 
las elecciones del domingo, por orden 
alfabetico: 

— Keiko Fujimori: La primogenita 
del encarcelado ex presidente Alberto 
Fujimori es la candidata mas joven, 
35 anos, y con menos experiencia 
entre los principals postulantes. No 
obstante fue la legisladora que llego 
al parlamento en 2006 con la mas alta 
votacion y recuerda, que durante el 
gobierno de su padre (1990-2000) se 
vencio al grupo terrorista Sendero Lu- 
minoso y se establecieron las bases de 
la politica economica neoliberal que 
permitieron el posterior repunte de la 
macroeconomia. 

La persiguen diversos escandalos de 
corrupcion de su padre, quien hasta 
ahora no ha aclarado como pago los 
costosos estudios universitarios de sus 
cuatro hijos en Estados Unidos. Sin 
embargo, cuenta con un voto fiel de 
alrededor de 20%, segun las encuestas, 
sobretodo en sectores pobres urbanos 
y en zonas rurales que recuerdan a su 
padre como un presidente que llevo 
caminos, postas medicas y colegios 
hasta sus olvidadas aldea . 

— Ollanta Humala: El ex militar pos- 
tula por segunda vez a la presidencia, 
pero a diferencia de los anteriores co- 
micios se muestra menos radical con¬ 
tra el libre mercado y promete cambios 
graduates para redistribuir la riqueza 


en un pais con fuerte crecimiento mac- 
roeconomico, pero con un tercio de 
su poblacion en la pobreza. Promete 
gravar con impuestos las ganancias 
de las transnacionales mineras y au- 
mentar los impuestos a los mas ricos. 
Abandono sus clasicas camisetas ro- 
jas por otras de color bianco y tras el 
nacimiento de su tercer hijo se muestra 
paternal y sonriente. 


Evita ser relacionado con Hugo 
Chavez quien lo apoyo el 2006 afec- 
tandolo y ahora se muestra cercano 
al Partido de los Trabaj adores 
del brasileno Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva. Humala, de 47 anos, promete 
“devolverle la decencia a la politica 
peruana” aquejada periodicamente 
por escandalos de corrupcion y 
cambiar la Carta Magna 
que considera afecto a las 
grandes mayorias. 


— Pedro Pablo Kuczynski: Es el can¬ 
didato con mayor edad, 72 anos, pero 
el que ha cautivado a gran cantidad de 
jovenes por su agresiva propaganda 
mediante las herramientas de internet 
y por presentar antes de sus mitines al 
conferencista mexicano sobre lideraz- 
go y exito empresarial, Miguel Angel 
Cornejo. Su apellido de origen polaco 
e impronunciable para muchos perua- 
nos ha sido sustituido por sus iniciales 
PPK y su campana apela a su experien¬ 
cia en el mundo financiero y en cargos 
ministeriales claves en sucesivos gobi- 
emos desde fines de 1960. 

Su adoptada nacionalidad estadoun¬ 


idense y su estrecho nexo con las em- 
presas mineras, destacado por la em- 
bajada estadounidense en Lima segun 
un cable de WikiLeaks, es el bianco 
favorito de sus rivales. Su movimiento 
“Alianza por el gran cambio” aglutina 
a un grupo izquierdista, movimientos 
evangelicos, al Partido Popular Cris- 
tiano y otros pequenos partidos sin 
ideologia de procedencia regional. 

— Alejandro Toledo: Fue el primer 
presidente peruano (2001-2006) de 
raices indigenas democraticamente 
elegido. Busca una segunda oportuni- 
dad para “redibujar el rostro social del 
pais”, acabar con la pobreza extrema 
en los proximos cinco anos y reducir 
en diez puntos porcentuales la actual 


pobreza de 34,8%. 

La historia personal de Toledo, que 
paso de ser un pobre extremo en su ni- 
nez a un exitoso profesional graduado 
en universidades de Estados Unidos, 
aun cautiva a los peruanos pobres en 
sus mitines por todo el Pern. El econ- 
omista de 65 anos promete crear 3,5 
millones de puestos de trabajo y revo- 
lucionar la educacion publica con en- 
fasis en las zonas campesinas y en los 
ninos. 

En los ultimos dias enfila sus ataques 
contra Humala, a quien considera im- 
provisado y estatista, por lo que pide 
a los electores no caer en “el salto al 
vacio” y evitar que Pern se convierta 
en un pais parecido a Bolivia, Venezu¬ 
ela y Nicaragua.Q 
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J-ladicurari^ 

Restaurant at the Fisherman's Pier - Aruba 




Includes Aruban Fish soup 
Fresh Catch of the day, 
Salad bar and morel 


For reservations call 586 2288 
Located between MooMba Beach and Marriott Surf Club 
































